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LESSON 1

HTML Forms

EVALUATION COPY: Not to be used in class.

Topics Covered

¥ How HTML forms work.
V] The post and get methods.

V] Form elements.

V1 Labels.

Introduction PES

In this lesson, you will learn to work with Hw’rms. N
<< C)&
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1.1. How HTML Forms Work

HTML forms are used for submitting data back to a script on the server for data processing. When a
form is submitted, the data in the form fields is passed to the server as name-value pairs. Server-side
scripts, which can be written in several different languages, are used to process the incoming data and
return a new HTML page to the browser. The page returned to the browser could be anything from
a “Thank you for registering” message to a list of search results generated from a database query.

The form processing occurs in the following sequence:

1. The user fills out the form and submits the form data using a “submit” button.

2. The data is sent to the web server.

LESSON 1: HTML Forms | 1
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3. A script on the web server processes the form, possibly interacting with the file system, one
or more databases, a mail server, or any number of other applications.

4. The script generates an HTML page, which the server returns to the client for display.

EVALUATION COPY: Not to be used in class.
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1.2. The form Element

HTML forms are created using the <form> tag, which takes two main attributes: action and method.

The action specifies the URL of the page that processes the form. The method attribute has two
possible values: post and get. Here is an example of a form element:

<form method="post" action="process-form.cfm"> - O’Q
. oSN
<!--form fields go here-->

—_—
>
</form> (b\’g. ,®

<N
% 1.2.1. Get vs. Post

The value of the method attribute determines how the form data will be passed to the server.

get

When using the get method, which is the default, form data is sent to the server in the URL as a guery
string. The query string is appended to the website address starting with a question mark (?) and

followed by name-value pairs delimited (separated) by an ampersand (&). A URL with a query string
might look like this:

https://www.example.com?firstname=Nat&lastname=Dunn

The get method is commonly used by search engines, because it allows the resulting page to be

bookmarked. For example, Google uses the get method. You can tell by looking at the location bar
after doing a search:

2 | LESSON 1: HTML Forms
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G html training - Google Search X +

<« CcC O a goog\e,com.‘ﬂsm(‘{'"q hlm\m.w{m‘, Yo BE @ o ® O V“;
GO gle html training Ut

HTML Training | Webucator

https://www.webucator.com » Course Catalog » Web Development ~

HTML Training. ... HTML stands for Hypertext Markup Language. HTML is used to create web
pages and web applications. Webucator offers HTML courses for students new to HTML, for
experienced web developers who want to learn the |atest APIs for web development, and for

everyone in between. .

post

When post is used, the name-value pairs are not sent as part of the query string. Instead, they are sent
behind the scenes. This has the advantage of keeping the values hidden from anyone looking over the

user’s shoulder. Two other advantages of the post method are:

1. It allows for much more data to be submitted (i.ech-ger forms).

-

\
2. It allows for files to be uploaded to tIQe\ﬂ@‘
& _— *

Use Post for Most Forms

As a general rule, you should use post unless you want the user to be able to bookmark or share
(e.g., via email) the resulting web page.

EVALUATION COPY: Not to be used in class.
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1.3. Form Elements

This section describes the different form elements that can be used to input data into a form. As you

will see, many of these elements, but not all, are created with the <input> tag.

1. Files can be uploaded to the server via the file input type. The tag syntax is: <input type="file" name="filename">.

LESSON 1: HTML Forms | 3
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+ 1.3.1. id and name Attributes

Form fields (also called controls) take both the name attribute and the id attribute. They are used for
different purposes:

e  The name attribute is used to hold the value of the field when data is sent to the server.

e  The id attribute is used by the browser to identify a specific element.

% 1.3.2. Text Fields

Text fields are created with the <input> tag with the type attribute set to “text”. They are used for
single lines of text:

Username:

The code to create the input element shown above is:

-"Q‘Q

Username: <input type="text" name="username" @sernameB
. . N _ SR . .
As text is the default type for inp ents, 1§:b.0type attribute is absent, the input type will

be text. So, the above code can also be written:

Username: <input name="username" id="username">

% 1.3.3. Labels

Form element labels should be put in <1abel> tags. Labels can be associated with form elements using
two methods:

1. Using the for attribute of the <label> to point to the id attribute of the form element.

2. Wrapping the form element in the <label> tag.

Method 1

<label for="username">Username:</label>
<input type="text" name="username" id="username">

4 | LESSON 1: HTML Forms
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Method 2

<label>

Username:

<input type="text" name="username" id="username">
</label>

We will mostly use the first method.

% 1.3.4. Text-like Input Types

There are many input types that are similar to the text type:

—_

password

date

time
datetime-1local
month

week @be.\c)o
color

email

Y N o

tel

—_
e

url

—_
—_

search

12. number

Not all of these types are supported by all browsers. When a browser does not support a certain type,
it will fall back to using a standard text type, so you can technically use all of these types today.

However, we recommend not using the date and time types until there is more consistent browser
support. We will explain why soon.

Common Attributes for Text-like Inputs

1. type - Input type (e.g., text, tel, etc.). Applies to all text-like inputs.

2. name — Variable name used to send data to server. Applies to all text-like inputs.

LESSON 1: HTML Forms | 5
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10.

11.

12.

id — Variable name used to identify field in the browser. Applies to all text-like inputs.
value — Initial value in the field. Applies to all text-like inputs.

size — Approximate number of characters visible in the field. Applies to text, search, tel,
url, email, and password.

minlength — Minimum number of characters that must be entered. Applies to text, search,
tel, url, email, and password.

maxlength — Maximum number of characters that can be entered. Applies to text, search,
tel, url, email, and password.

placeholder — A hint indicating what should be entered in the field. Applies to all text-like
inputs.

pattern— A regular expression expressing a valid value for the field. Applies to text, search,
tel, url, email, and password.

required — When present, the user must fill in a value before submitting the form. Applies
to all text-like inputs.

autofocus — Instructs the browser to pl s on that field allowing the user to begin

typing as soon as the page loads. Ap inputs.

R g S
autocomplete — Used to%ﬂde the bga.kr s or form element’s autocomplete behavior
on a field-by-field basis. When used, it is usually set to “off”.2 Applies to all text-like inputs,

except password.

Be Careful with Autofocusing

Autofocusing on a form element can cause problems for people using screen readers. For sighted

people, it’s generally okay if we provide one focus point for the keyboard (i.e., autofocus) and
another one for the eyes (e.g., instructions for filling out the form), but for people using screen
readers, there is only one focus point. So be careful not to skip over important contextual content

when directing focus to a form field using autofocus.

% 1.3.5. placeholder Attribute

The placeholder attribute is used to add placeholder text to the form field. The placeholder text will
go away as soon as the user begins typing in the field. The following code illustrates:

2.

See https://html.spec.whatwg.org/multipage/form-control-infrastructure.html#autofill.

6| LESSON 1: HTML Forms
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Demo 1.1: Forms/Demos/placeholder.html

10. <label for="fullname">Name: </label>

11. <input type="text" name="fullname" id="fullname"
12. placeholder="Enter full name">

13. <input type="submit">

Here’s what it looks like in the browser:

Name: Enter full name Submit

+ 1.3.6. pattern Attribute
A

o~

The pattern attribute is used to force a speciﬁg&@;@' (via ular expression3) within a form field.

You can use a placeholder to give@@b@@?ry:

Demo 1.2: Forms/Demos/pattern.html

15. <label for="telephone">Telephone: </label>

16. <input type="tel" name="telephone" id="telephone"

17. placeholder="(555) 555-5555"

18. pattern="2\(?2([2-9]\d\d)\)?[\-\. 1?2([2-9]\d\d)[\-\. ]?(\d{4})S$">

Open this file in the browser and enter data in the field. It should remain red* until the value is a valid
10-digit U.S.-style phone number. It will allow for parentheses around the area code and for dashes,
spaces, and dots as separators. It will also allow for no separators. Note the first digit may not be a 0
oral.

When the user tries to submit with an invalid pattern, an error will appear:

3. Regular expressions are used by many programming languages for pattern matching. The syntax is complex, but super powerful.
4. Note that we use CSS to make the invalid content red. By default, you won’t know it’s invalid until you submit.

LESSON 1: HTML Forms | 7
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Telephone: |555-5555 | submit

Please match the requested format.

When the user enters a valid pattern, the field will indicate that it is valid (e.g., by changing the font
color from red to black):

Telephone: 555-555-1212 Submit

%+ 1.3.7. Password Fields

Password fields are similar to text fields. They are coded as follows:

<label for="pw">Password:</label>

.~
<input type="password" name="pw" id="pw" size E‘H@axlength="12“>

The only difference between a pass@ d@ﬁ% is that the value entered in a password

field is disguised so that onlookers cannot see it:

PaSSWOrd: eecescceee

Not Really Secure

Note that there is no additional security provided by password fields beyond obscuring the text
you enter in the field. Passwords are not sent to the server any differently than other fields.

++ 1.3.8. Date and Time Fields

The date, time and datetime-1local field controls in Google Chrome are beautiful, both in their
presentation and in their control of the data entry. When these controls are used, you can count on
the data being in the formats shown in the following table:

8 | LESSON 1: HTML Forms
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Date and Time Data Formats

Input Type Data Format Example(s)
date yyyy-mm-dd 1991-06-12
time hh :mm 03:05, 15:85

datetime-local |yyyy-mm-ddThh:mm|1991-06-12T03:05

month yyyy-mm 1776-07

week yyyy-Www 2028-W02

Knowing the format of incoming data makes it much easier to process the data on the server side.
Unfortunately, users of browsers (most notably Safari) that do not support these field types are presented
with basic text fields instead of the more modern date and time controls. Such users are not likely to
enter data in the formats shown in the table above. That means that you have to write code to validate
the user-entered data. While this is possible, it would still be confusing to the user. As such, for now,
you are better off taking other approaches to collecting date and time values. One simple approach is
to use a combination of number inputs and radio buttons. We will learn about those soon. In the
meantime, here is a screenshot of what the form might look & in the browser:
a

Birth Date: / /

Birth Time: : AM ¢ PM

While this isn’t as pretty as the date and time controls used by some browsers, for now, it provides a
safer way of collecting accurate data from the user.

+ 1.3.9. Number Fields

Browsers present up and down buttons (spinboxes) to scroll through numbers, and they also allow you
to use the up and down arrows on the keyboard:

Number: |5| ﬁ

The step Attribute

By default, numbers increment by 1 and any non-integer (e.g., a decimal like 8. 5) is considered invalid.

However, you can change the increment using the step attribute:

LESSON 1: HTML Forms | 9
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<input id="amount" name="amount" type="number" step=".01">
With step set to ".01", valid numbers can have a decimal point followed by one or two digits.

The min and max Attributes

You can control the range of possible values using the min and max attributes:
<input id="amount" name="amount" type="number" step=".01" min="0" max="100">

With the code above, numbers below 8 and above 100 will be invalid.

+ 1.3.10. Color Fields

Most browsers will present a color picker when the user focuses on a color field:

<input id="color" name="color" type—"color"b:
— L

\

J/

,

/ e

S
This will appear different in differen WSEIS. llowing screenshot shows how it appears in

Google Chrome:

Color | INEG_N

Color X

1

o
Q
(=
5]
=
(]

Basi

EEERTT
HE EEERCE
Bl NEER
[ ]
- HEERT

HEEE | |

3
(o]
8
)
(7}

(@]
(=
@
=
o

|
HEE EEEREC

Hue: - Red:D
Sat 240 Green:

Define Custom Colors >> Color|Solid |, . |60 } Blue: ’O ‘

I
S

Cancel Add to Custom Colors
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¢ 1.3.11. Tel, URL, and Email Fields

tel
<input id="telephone" name="telephone" type="tel">

On desktop browsers, you don’t really gain anything by using the tel input type. As telephone numbers
can come in all different formats, there are no constraints on what can be entered here. You could,

however, add your own custom validation to all telephone inputs using the pattern attribute as
demonstrated earlier.

Also, user agents are free to provide a different/better means for filling out input fields based on their
type. For example, the iPhone provides a more appropriate interface (presenting the user with the

phone keypad) for filling out fields of the tel type:

1 2 3
ABC DEF

4 5 6
7 8 9
PQRS TUV WXyz
+ % 3 0 €3

url and email

<input id="url" name="url" type="url">
<input id="email" name="email" type="email">

Browsers provide validation for url and email fields to make sure the user enters valid data.

Also, as with type="tel", user agents are free to provide a different/better means for entering URLs
and email addresses.

For example, for url types, the iPhone provides keys for ., / and .com and does not provide a Space
key, as spaces are not allowed in URLs:

LESSON 1: HTML Forms | 11
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123 . / .com return

For emails, the iPhone provides @ and . keys:

& zZ X c v bnm &

123 space @ . return

Interestingly enough, the iPhone also provides a “space” key for emails. This is because email input

types can include a multiple attribute, which, when included, allows users to enter multiple emails
delimited by spaces. If the iPhone were a little smarter, it would only include the Space key when the

multiple attribute was present.
+ 1.3.12. Search Fields
<input id="search" name="search" type="search">

Most input fields are meant to be filled out only one time and then submitted for processing. But a
search box is a bit different. For example, consider Microsoft Word’s search box:

html training| X -

12 | LESSON 1: HTML Forms
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Notice the x used for clearing the box. If you look at search boxes in other applications, you’ll notice

many of them also provide a simple way to clear the text. Modern web browsers take the same approach
that Word does. Here’s Chrome’s search box:

html trainingl 3/5 A v )T%

Note that the x doesn’t show up until you have entered some text into the field.

++ 1.3.13. Hidden Fields

Hidden fields are created with the input element with the type attribute set to hidden. They are
used to pass name-value pairs to the server without displaying them to the user. Hidden fields are often
used to identify the product being ordered on an e-commerce page. For example:

<input type="hidden" name="product-id" id="product-id" value="42">

"
Beware of Hackers

\ ?
Although the user can’t change @of anwl via the form, savvy users can change

the value of any field, including input fields, using the browser’s developer tools, so you must
always include some sort of server-side validation, meaning you must have code on the server
that verifies that the data coming in from the form is valid and safe.

EVALUATION COPY: Not to be used in class.
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1.4. Buttons

Submit and reset buttons can both be created with the <input> tag.

< 1.4.1. Submit Button

A simple submit button looks like this:

LESSON 1: HTML Forms | 13
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Submit

Sample code for a submit button:
<input type="submit" name="submitbtn" id="submitbtn">

Different browsers format buttons in different ways and some have different default text for submit

buttons. Use the value attribute to explicitly set the text of the button:
<input type="submit" name="submitbtn" id="submitbtn" value="Register">

Now the button will appear as follows:

Register

N

>>

>
When a form has a submit button, it can Wted @by clicking the button or by pressing
the Enter key when an input elem@cus. C)Q

When a submit button is clicked, the name and value of that button are sent to the server (as a

name-value pair). This can be useful in the event that a form has multiple submit buttons as the
processing page can be set to behave differently depending on which button is clicked to submit the
form.

% 1.4.2. Reset Button

A reset button is used to set all the form fields back to their original values. A reset button looks like
this:

Reset

Most browsers use “Reset” as the default text. While this can be changed with the value attribute, it
is generally a better practice to leave the default value unchanged, or even to explicitly set it to “Reset”
as users are likely familiar with a standard Reset button.
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Sample code for a reset button:

<input type="reset" name="resetbtn" id="resetbtn" value="Reset">

<+ 1.4.3. Button Buttons

Buttons can also be created using the <button> tag with an optional type attribute, which defaults

to “submit” if not present. Other possible values for type are “reset” and “button”.

<button type="submit">and <button type="reset"> canbe used interchangeably with <input

type="submit">and <input type="reset">. The text between the opening and closing <button>
tags shows up on the button.

Sample code for a button button: @’Q
S2
<button type="button" 1d="mycus@ CIIO@Q)U ton>

This will appear as follows:

Click me!

Button Buttons and JavaScript

Button buttons are often used in conjunction with JavaScript to add custom behaviors to a web

page. Open forms/Demos/button-buttons.html in your browser to see some fun things you
can do with buttons and JavaScript.
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=] Exercise 1: Creating a Registration Form
) 20 to 40 minutes

In this exercise, you will begin to create a registration form.

The form should appear as follows:

= | X
@ Registration Form X +

< > C Y | @ File | olutions/registration-1.ntml ¥t v@

Registration Form

Username:

Password:

Repeat Password:
Register =~ Reset

N _ S
1.  Open Forms/Exe rcises/%ﬁt ratiogﬁ'%ml for editing.

2. Adda formelement to the page.

e The action should be:

https://www.webucator.com/materials/htm101/

e  The method should be “post”.

3. Add the following form elements:

e Hidden field: name and id should be “secretcode”; value should be “42”.

e Text field: name and id should be “username”. The input should have a
corresponding label.

e  DPassword field: name and id should be “pw”. The input should have a corresponding
label.

e  Repeat password field: name and id should be “pw2”. The input should have a
corresponding label.
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° Submit button: value should be “Register”.

e  Reset button.
4. When you are done, open the page in a browser and fill out and submit the form.

You will need internet access to see the resulting page, which will look something like this:

HTML Form Submission

secretcode: secretcode
username: jkrowlings
pw: H@rryPOtt3r
pw2: H@rryPOtt3r

Note that the resulting page shown above is not something you coded. It is the action page we used
in the form. This page just dumps back the data submitted in the form. We use it simply to show you
that the form does indeed get submitted and the data is now available on the server.
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Solution: Forms/Solutions/registration-1.html

<!DOCTYPE html>

<html>

<head>

<meta charset="UTF-8">

<meta name="viewport" content="width=device-width,initial-scale=1.0">
<title>Registration Form</title>

</head>

<body>

9. <h1>Registration Form</h1>

10. <form method="post"

11. action="https://www.webucator.com/materials/htm101/">

12. <input type="hidden" name="secretcode" id="secretcode" value="42">
13. <div>

0o NOoO oA WN -

14. <label for="username">Username:</label>

15. <input type="text" name="username" id="username" size="15">
16. </div>

17. <div>

18. <label for="pw">Password:</label>

19. <input type="password" name="pw" id="pw" size="15">

20. </div>

21. <div> \@Q

22. <label for="pw2">Repeat Password. <L£E§ZDB

23. <input type="password" name&@; &5@ 15

24. </div> @ C)

25. <div>

26. <input type="submit" name="submitbutton" id="submitbutton"
27. value="Register">

28. <input type="reset" name="resetbutton" id="resetbutton">
29. </div»>

30. </form>

31. </body>

32. </html>

Note that we have used div elements to group the label-input pairs.

Be sure to correct any mistakes that you made as you will be starting with your solution to this exercise
in the next exercise.
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1.5. Checkboxes

Checkboxes are created with the input element with the type attribute set to “checkbox”. The default
value for a checkbox is “on”. Although the value of a checkbox can be changed with the value attribute,
there is usually no reason to do so, as the name-value pair only gets sent to the server if the checkbox
is checked. In other words, the code on the server only needs to check for the existence of the variable
name to see if the checkbox was checked or not.

Take a look at the following code:

Toppings:

<input type="checkbox" name="sprinkles" id="sprinkles">
<label for="sprinkles">Sprinkles</label>

<input type="checkbox" name="nuts" id="nuts">

<label for="nuts">Nuts</label>

<input type="checkbox" name="whip" id="whip">

<label for="whip">Whipped Cream</label>

S5
AT S\
Toppings: Sprinkles '/ Nuts “/ Whipped Cream

This will appear as follows in the browser:

+ 1.5.1. Checked By Default

Checkboxes can be set to be checked by default using the checked attribute:
<input type="checkbox" checked name="sprinkles" id="sprinkles">

% 1.5.2. Making a Checkbox Required

To force the user to check a checkbox (e.g., to accept a user agreement), checkboxes can be set to be

required using the required attribute:

<input type="checkbox" required name="terms" id="terms">
<label for="terms">Check to indicate that you accept our terms.</label>
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1.6. Radio Buttons

Radio buttons are created with the input element with the type attribute set to “radio”. Radio buttons
generally come in groups, in which each radio button has the same name. Only one radio button in
the group can be checked at any given time. Each radio button in the group should have a unique value
— the value to be sent to the server if that radio button is selected.

Take a look at the following code:

Cup or Cone?
<label>

<input type="radio"

Cup
</label>
<label>

<input type="radio"

Plain cone
</label>
<label>

<input type="radio"

Sugar cone
</label>
<label>

<input type="radio"

Waffle cone
</label>

S
OQ*

name="container" value- cu
name="container" value="plaincone">

name="container" value="sugarcone">

name="container" value="wafflecone">

This will appear as follows in the browser:

Cup or Cone: Cup Plain cone Sugar cone  Waffle Cone
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++ 1.6.1. Radio Buttons, Labels, and the id Attribute

You will notice that we used <label> differently with radio buttons. Instead of using the for attribute,

we wrapped each radio button in <label> tags. This is because our radio buttons don’t include id
attributes.

In form elements such as text fields and checkboxes, the id is usually the same as the name. Remember

that ids and names serve different purposes. Again, here is the difference between these attributes:

1. The name attribute is used to hold the value of the field when data is sent to the server.

2. The id attribute is used by the browser to identify a specific element.

In most cases, it’s simplest to use the same value for both the name and the id. But for radio buttons,
this isn’t possible, because radio buttons in the same set must all have the same name, but they cannot

all have the same id. All id values must be unique on a given page.

The following code shows radio buttons with ids: . (b‘Q
NS

&
Dominant Hand: A(b"\,_. O®

<input type="radio" name="dom-lm%id:"hand—right" value="right">
<label for="hand-right">Right</label>

<input type="radio" name="dom-hand" id="hand-left" value="left">
<label for="hand-left">Left</label>

% 1.6.2. Checked By Default

Like checkboxes, radio buttons can be set to be checked by default using the checked attribute:

<input type="radio" name="container" value="cone" checked>

% 1.6.3. Requiring a Selection

To make a selection required, add the required attribute to at least one of the radio buttons in the
named group:
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Dominant Hand:

<input type="radio" name="dom-hand" id="hand-right" value="right" required>
<label for="hand-right">Right</label> )

<input type="radio" name="dom-hand" id="hand—lg& alue="1left" required>

<label for="hand-left">Left</label> (b;

g S

There is no effective difference betweetradding the required attribute to one radio button or to all
the radio buttons in a named group, but the code is clearer if you add it to all of them. Marking just
one as required makes it look like you have to choose that option, which is not the case.
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=] Exercise 2: Adding Checkboxes and Radio

Buttons
) 10 to 15 minutes

In this exercise, you will add a checkbox and radio buttons to the registration form. On completion,

the form should look like this:

@ Registration Form X +

C ¢ @ File | C/Users/ndunn/OneDrive.. ¢ v@

Registration Form

Username:
Password:
Repeat Password:
Dominant Hand: Right ' Left
Check to accept our terms.
Register = Reset

1. OpenForms/Exercises/registration.html for editing if you don’t have it open already.

2. Add the following input elements:
A.  Two radio buttons:
i.  The name should be “dom-hand” for both.
ii. ~The id of each should be unique, say “hand-right” and “hand-left”.

iii. The value should also be unique, say “right” and “left”.
iv. The user should see the radio buttons labeled as “Right” and “Left”,

respectively.
B. A checkbox: the name and id should both be “terms” and the field should be required.

3. When you are done, open the page in a browser and fill out and submit the form. You shouldn’t
be able to submit unless you have accepted the terms.

You will need internet access to see the resulting page, which will look something like this:
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HTML Form Submission

secretcode:
username:
pw:

pw2:
dom-hand:
terms:
submitbutton:

42
rafanadal
iLOv3T3nn!$
iLOv3T3nn!$
left

on

Register
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Solution: Forms/Solutions/registration-2.html

25. <div>
26. Dominant Hand:
27. <label>
28. <input type="radio" name="dom-hand" id="hand-right" value="right">
29. Right
30. </label>
31. <label>
32. <input type="radio" name="dom-hand" id="hand-left" value="left">
33. Left
34. </label>
35. </div»>
36. <div>
37. <input type="checkbox" name="terms" id="terms" required>
38. <label for="terms">Check to accept our terms.</label>
39. </div> . >
—
\;ﬁk,‘12>~ a

Q@E)OQ%

Be sure to correct any mistakes that you made as you will be starting with your solution to this exercise

in the next exercise.

EVALUATION COPY: Not to be used in class.
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1.7. Fieldsets

The fieldset element is used to group a set of inputs. The legend element is used within a fieldset
to give the group of elements a legend, which is similar to a caption. Here is a simple example with

radio buttons:

26 | LESSON 1: HTML Forms

EVALUATION COPY: Not to be used in class.



Demo 1.3: Forms/Demos/fieldset.html

8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.

<body>
<form method="post"

action="https://www.webucator.com/materials/htm101/">

<fieldset>

<legend>Cup or Cone*:</legend>

<label>

<input type="radio"

Cup
</label>
<label>

<input type="radio"

required>

Plain cone
</label>
<label>

<input type="radio

required>

Sugar cone
</label>
<label>

<input type="radio"

required>

Waffle Cone
</label>
</fieldset>

<input name="submitbutton"
<input name="resetbutton"

</form>

S

name="container"

name="container"

name="container"

value="cup"

required>

value="plaincone"

value="sugarcone"

\\o’\\

v@;swafflecone '

name= Q@\l?e.r

id="submitbutton"
id="resetbutton"

type="submit">
type="reset">

And here is how it appears in Google Chrome:

@ Fieldsets

Cup or Cone™:
(_ Cup

< C 0 @ Fie

x  +

C:/Users/ndunn/OneDrive...

|

* @

Plain cone

Sugar cone

Waffle Cone

Submit = Reset
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1.8. Select Menus

Select menus are created with the select element, which must contain one or more option elements.
The text between the opening and closing <option> tags appears in the select menu. The value of the
option element’s value attribute is what gets passed to the server if that option is selected.

Here is a simple example:

<label for="flavor">Flavor:</label>

<select name="flavor" id="flavor">
<option value="chocolate">Chocolate</option>
<option value="strawberry">Strawberry</option>

<option value="vanilla">Vanilla</option> <
</select> ,’\s‘SD .
Lo >

And here is how it appears in Goog@e: - C)Q ==
i ==

Flavor: | Chocolate v

Chocolate

Vanilla

The <select> and <option> tags’ attributes are listed below:

select Attributes

1. size — Number of OptiOl’lS to appear at once.

2. multiple — Indicates that multiple options can be selected. Value must be “multiple” or left

out.

3. required— When present, the user must select an option that has a value at least one character

long.
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option Attributes

1. value — Value to send to server if option is selected.

2. selected — Indicates that option is pre-selected. Value must be “selected” or left out.

% 1.8.1. Option Groups

Options can be arranged in groups using the <optgroup> tag. The label attribute is used to set the
option group heading,.

<label for="flavor">Flavor:</label>
<select name="flavor" id="flavor"> Q'Q
<option value="0"></option> (é;53‘
‘\Q::Jp ~(i§:hb

<optgroup label="Soft Flavors">
<option value=" softChoc”>Ch€EéE§I </opt(:::)
<option value="softStraw">Strawberry</option>
<option value="softVan">Vanilla</option>

</optgroup>

<optgroup label="Hard Flavors">
<option value="hardChoc">Chocolate</option>
<option value="hardStraw">Strawberry</option>
<option value="hardVan">Vanilla</option>
<option value="hardMint">Mint Chocolate Chip</option>
<option value="hardCC">Cookies &amp; Cream</option>

</optgroup>

</select>

This will appear as follows in Google Chrome:
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Flavor: | v

Soft Flavors

Chocolate
Strawberry

Vanilla

Hard Flavors

Chocolate k

Strawberry
Vanilla
Mint Chocolate Chip

Cookies & Cream
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1.9. Textareas

Textareas are created with the <textarea> tag. Take a look at the following code:

<label for="requests">Special Requests:</label><br>
<textarea name="requests" id="requests" cols="40" rows="6"></textarea>

This would appear as follows after the user has entered data:
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Special Requests:
I want a really big cone!

The cols and rows attributes indicate the number of columns and rows (in characters) that the
textarea should span.

An initial value can be entered into the textarea by adding text between the opening and closing
<textarea> tags. For example:

<textarea name="requests" cols="408" rows="6">Hello, there!</textarea>

This is often done when a user submits the f @“erro %he server-side code then returns the

user doesn’t have to re-enter them.

form already populated with the prevm%l d val
The textarea element’s attributes are shown below.

1. name — Variable name.

cols — Width of textarea in average width of characters.

rows — Height of textarea in number of lines.

minlength — Minimum number of characters that must be entered.
maxlength — Maximum number of characters that can be entered.

pattern — A regular expression expressing a valid value for the field.

N

placeholder — A placeholder value that will disappear as soon as data is entered into the

field.

8. required — When present, the user must fill in a value before submitting the form.
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=] Exercise 3: Adding a Select Menu and a

Textarea
™) 15 to 25 minutes

In this exercise, you will add a select menu and textarea to the registration form. On completion, the

form should look like this:

= d X
@ Registration Form X +

& C O @ File | C:/Users/ndunn/OneDrive... ¥t 13

Registration Form

Username:

Password:

Repeat Password:

Where did you hear about us? [ --Please choose-- ¥

Dominant Hand: = _p|sase choose--
’7 Right Left Search Engine
Comments: Google

Bing
Yahoo!

Check to accept our terms.  oher
Register = Reset
Word of Mouth

Other

1. OpenForms/Exercises/registration.html for editing if you don’t have it open already.

2. Add the following form elements:

A. select: name and id should be “referral”. Options should be broken up as follows
(refer to the screenshot above):

i.  “--Please choose--" with value of “0”

ii. An option group with the label of “Search Engine” and the following
options:

a.  “Google” with value of “Google”
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b. “Bing” with value of “Bing”
c. “Yahoo!” with value of “Yahoo”
d.  “Other” with value of “OtherSearchEngine”

iii. “Word of Mouth” with value of “wom”

iv.  “Other” with value of “other”

B. textarea: name and id should be “comments”. Be sure to include cols and rows
attributes.

3.  Put the “dominant hand” radio buttons in a fieldset.

When you are done, open the page in a browser and fill out and submit the form. You will need internet
access to see the resulting page, which will look something like this:

HTML Form Submission

secretcode: 42
username: bspringsteen
pw: ImOnF1r3
pw2: ImOnF1r3

referral: wom

dom-hand: right

comments: Please deliver my cone to Asbury Park, NJ.
terms: on

submitbutton: Register
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Solution: Forms/Solutions/registration-3.html

25. <div»>

26. <label for="referral">Where did you hear about us?</label>
27. <select name="referral” id="referral">

28. <option value="0">--Please choose--</option>

29. <optgroup label="Search Engine">

30. <option value="Google">Google</option>

31. <option value="Bing">Bing</option>

32. <option value="Yahoo">Yahoo!</option>

33. <option value="OtherSearchEngine">0ther</option>
34. </optgroup>

35. <option value="wom">Word of Mouth</option>

36. <option value="other">0ther</option>

37. </select>

38. </div»>

39. <div>

40. <fieldset>

41. <legend>Dominant Hand:</legend> <

42. <label> A\-’\@

43. <input type="radio" name="dom-hand" id="hand-right" value="right">
44, Right N L3

45, </label> Q/ C)

46 . <label>

47 . <input type="radio" name="dom-hand" id="hand-left" value="left">
48. Left

49, </label>

50. </fieldset>

51. </div>

52. <div>

53. <label for="comments">Comments:</label><br>

54. <textarea name="comments" id="comments"

55. cols="40" rows="4"></textarea>

56. </div>
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1.10. HTML Forms and CSS

As with all elements, forms can be laid out better and made to look much prettier with CSS. For
example, here is a completed ice cream form without CSS:

Username: bspringsteen Email: bademailaddress
Telephone: 555-555-8055
— Cup or Cone:

® Cup  Plaincone '~ Sugarcone ' Waftle Cone

Flavor: Chocolate v
— Toppings:
) Sprinkles I/ Nuts ¥ Whipped Cream

N

Special Requests:
going to get any ice cream. Submit

&) Tunderstand that I'm really not

And here is the same form with CSS added:

Username:*

‘ bspringsteen

Email:*

[ bademailaddress /N

Telephone:
555-555-8055

Cup or Cone:*
’7 ¢ Cup  Plaincone  Sugarcone - Waffle Cone

Flavor:*

‘ Chocolate v

—Toppings:
— Sprinkles & Nuts ® Whipped Cream

Special Requests:

L) Tunderstand that I'm really not going to get any ice cream. *
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Conclusion 2SS~

- >
S
In this lesson, you have learned to cre@c@f); 69{*’
Y )
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LESSON 2

JavaScript Form Validation

EVALUATION COPY: Not to be used in class.

Topics Covered

| Accessing data entered by users in forms.
%} Validating text fields, textareas, radio buttons, checkboxes, and select menus.

| Writing clean, reusable validation functions.

Introduction

In this lesson, you will learn to validate forms with H%@‘]ava&ript.
>
TSN
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2.1. Server-side Form Validation

In most cases, when a user submits a registration form, a login form, a purchase form, or any other
type of form, the data gets sent to a web server for processing. That data should be validated as soon
as it hits the server, before doing anything else with it. This is true even if the data has already been
validated on the client (the browser). That’s because, it is impossible for the server to know that the
client-side validation actually occurred. Nefarious hackers can easily get around JavaScript validation.
In fact, it can be as simple as turning JavaScript off in the browser. To see how easy that is, simply
google “Turn off JavaScript in Google Chrome” or in whichever browser you want to test. Server-side
validation can be done with PHP, Java, Python, or any server-side programming language.

So, is it worth validating the code on the client if you have to do it again on the server anyway? Yes, it
is. Here’s why:

LESSON 2: JavaScript Form Validation | 37
EVALUATION COPY: Not to be used in class.



1.  Better user experience. Client-side validation is practically immediate. In fact, it can be done
as the user types. So, the user gets immediate feedback as to what needs to be corrected.

2.  Less work for your server. If the data has already been validated on the client, then it is likely
to pass server-side validation as well, meaning your server will only have to check it once.
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<% e
2.2. HTML Form Validation |

HTML form fields include validation attributes, such as required, pattern, min and max, and
minlength and maxlength. In addition, setting the type to “email” or “url” forces the user to enter
a valid email or URL. These are called constraints. While adding HTML constraints is very simple, it
is difficult to control the user experience. To illustrate, let’s look at an ice cream order form:
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Demo 2.1: FormValidation/Demos/ice-cream.html

0o NOoO oA WN -

<!DOCTYPE html>

<html lang="en">

<head>

<meta charset="UTF-8">

<meta name="viewport" content="width=device-width,initial-scale=1">
<link rel="stylesheet" href="../normalize.css">
<link rel="stylesheet" href="../styles.css">
<title>Ice Cream Order Form</title>

</head>

<body>

<form id="ice-cream-form" method="post">

<label for="username">Username*:</label>

<input type="text" id="username" name="username"
required minlength="8" maxlength="25">

<label for="email">Email*:</label>

<input type="email" id="email" name="email" required>

<label for="phone">Telephone:</label>

<input type="tel" id="phone" name="phone"
pattern="[1-9]\d{2}-\d{3}-\d{4}">

| PSS
<fieldset> NS
<legend>Cup or Cone*:</1egend>_\Q€b *
<label> § QQ
<input type=”radio”‘i;ﬁbt“contaﬁ:;:?value=“cup” required>
Cup
</label>
<label>

<input type="radio" name="container" value="plaincone" required>
Plain cone

</label>

<label>
<input type="radio" name="container" value="sugarcone" required>
Sugar cone

</label>

<label>
<input type="radio" name="container" value="wafflecone" required>
Waffle Cone

</label>

</fieldset>

<label for="flavor">Flavor*:</label>

<select name="flavor" id="flavor" required>
<option value="0" selected="selected">--Please Choose--</option>
<optgroup label="Soft Flavors">
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45.
46 .
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64 .
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.

<option value="softChoc">Chocolate</option>
<option value="softStraw">Strawberry</option>
<option value="softVan">Vanilla</option>
</optgroup>
<optgroup label="Hard Flavors">
<option value="hardChoc">Chocolate</option>
<option value="hardStraw">Strawberry</option>
<option value="hardVan">Vanilla</option>
<option value="hardMint">Mint Chocolate Chip</option>
<option value="hardCC">Cookies &amp; Cream</option>
</optgroup>
</select>

<fieldset id="toppings">
<legend>Toppings:</legend>
<input type="checkbox" name="sprinkles" id="sprinkles">
<label for="sprinkles">Sprinkles</label>
<input type="checkbox" name="nuts" id="nuts">
<label for="nuts">Nuts</label> - O'Q
<input type="checkbox" name="whip" isE;;?ﬁp“>

<label for="whip">Whipped eraé?ligﬁél>
</fieldset> @A C)OQQA

<label for="requests">Special Requests:</label>
<textarea name="requests" id="requests"
minlength="10" maxlength="200"></textarea><br>

<input type="checkbox" name="terms" id="terms" required>
<label for="terms">

I understand that I'm really not going to get any ice cream.
</label>

<button>Submit</button>
</form>
</body>
</html>

Code Explanation

We have added some basic CSS to style the form:
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@ ® [® Ice Cream Order Form x +

< C (O filey//Users/natdunn/... Tr ¢
Username*:
Email*:
Telephone:
—Cup or Cone*:

Cup Plain cone Sugar cone Waffle Cone
Flavor*:

4k

--Please Choose--

—Toppings:

Sprinkles MNuts Whipped Cream

Special Requests:

| understand that I'm really not going to get any ice cream.

Submit

This form has no JavaScript validation, but the form fields do include HTML constraints:

1. The username must be between 8 and 25 characters and is required.
2. The email must be a valid email address and is required.

3. The phone must match a regular expression’ if it is entered. It is not required.

5. Regular expressions are used by many programming languages for pattern matching.
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A container selection is required.
A flavor selection is required.

A requests entry must be between 10 and 200 characters if it is entered. It is not required.

N s

The terms checkbox must be checked.

While this is functional, it’s not very user friendly. Watch what happens when we submit the form
without entering any data:

Username™*:

Email*: [, , )
Please fill out this field.

Telephone:

—Cup or Cone*:

Cup Plain cone Sugar cone Waffle Cone

Notice that, while both the use rna&’n’d the emg';l)ﬁelds are invalid, we only get an error for the
username field.

Now let’s fill in a username and resubmit:

Username™*:

webucator

Email*:

Telephone| , e
Please fill out this field.

—Cup or Cone*:

Cup Plain cone Sugar cone Waffle Cone

This time we get an error on the email field, but not on any of the other fields.
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So, the user only finds out one error at a time and then must attempt to submit after each correction.

JavaScript to the rescue! With JavaScript, we can enhance and customize the validation of forms.

EVALUATION COPY: Not to be used in class.
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2.3. Accessing Form Data

All forms on a web page are stored in the document.forms[] array. The first form on a page is
document.forms[0], the second form is document.forms[1], and so on. However, it is usually
easier to reference forms via their id attribute and refer to them that way. For example, a form with
id login-form can be referenced as document.getElementById('login-form'). The major
advantage of referencing forms by id is that the forms can be repositioned on the page without affecting

the JavaScript. O
DO
S
(5.\..

Elements within a form are properties of that w can @eneed as follows, where elementName

is the value of the element’s name aﬁ@, C)Q

document.getElementById('login-form').elementName
For example, given the following form:

<form id="login-form">
<label for="uname">Username:</label>
<input type="text" name="username" id="uname">
<input type="submit" value="Log in">

</form>

You can access the username field like this:
const username = document.getElementById('login-form').username;

As with all elements, you can also access a field by its id:
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const username = document.getElementById('uname');

Names and IDs

It is common to use the same value for both the name and id of form fields. In the example
above, we use different values simply to distinguish between the examples of accessing the field

by name and id.

All text-like fields (e.g., text, password, url, email, tel, etc.) have a value property that holds the
text value of the field. Take a look at the following example:

Demo 2.2: FormValidation/Demos/text-like-fields.html

o Noyo bk WON =

<!DOCTYPE html>

<html

<head>

<meta
<meta
<link
<link

lang="en">
g %Q'Q
n n Q.Z
charset="UTF-8"> Ry *Q&s
name="viewport" con%"mx&dﬁ) %h, initial-scale=1">
rel="stylesheet" href=%#Z/normal 7Css">
rel="stylesheet" href="../styles.css">

<title>Text-like Fields</title>
</head>

<body>

<form

id="my-form" method="post" novalidate>

<label for="textfield">Text field*:</label>
<input type="text" id="textfield" name="textfield"
required minlength="5" maxlength="10">
<label for="emailfield">Email field*:</label>
<input type="email" id="emailfield" name="emailfield" required>
<label for="urlfield">URL field:</label>
<input type="url" id="urlfield" name="urlfield" pattern="https:.*">

<button>Submit</button>
</form>
</body>
</html>

44 | LESSON 2: JavaScript Form Validation

EVALUATION COPY: Not to be used in class.



Code Explanation

1. OpenFormvValidation/Demos/text-1like-fields.html in the browser, open the console,
and type:

const form = document.getElementById('my-form');
const textField = form.textfield;
textField.value;

2. You will see the above code outputs an empty string. That is because the field has no text in
it.

3.  Now type “Hello!” in the text field and type textField.value; in the console again. This
time, textField.value returns “Hello!”:

@ Text-like Fields X  F

C @ File | C/Courses/Web%20Forms/ClassFiles/FormValida

[x ﬂ Elements Console Sources Networ
. *. -
Text field™: Bl © top v| ® | Filter
Hello! > const form=document.getElementById( 'my-form');
g y y
undefined
O£ *.
Ema" f|e|d . > const textField=form.textfield;
undefined

> textField.value;

URL field:

> textField.value;
"Hello!"
>

Submit

4. All values of text-like fields can be accessed in this way. Try it with emailfield and urlfield.
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2.4. Form Validation with JavaScript

The first step to using JavaScript to validate your forms is to turn off the default HTML validation.
You do this by adding the novalidate attribute to the <form> tag:

<form id="my-form" method="post" novalidate>

This prevents the default HTML validation from happening when the form is submitted, so you can
use JavaScript to create custom validation.

To check if a field’s value is valid, use the checkValidity() method of the field. In the following
screenshot, we first ran textField.checkValidity(); when the field was empty and then ran it

again after typing “Hello!” into the text field: . QSQ
PR
@ Text-like Fields X 4+
C @ File | C:/Courses/Web%20Forms/ClassFiles/FormValidati
x Elements  Console  Sources  Network
. *. -
Text field™: B ©  top v | ® | Fiiter
Hello! > const form=document.getElementById( 'my-form');
undefined
Ema” f|e|d*: > const textField=form.textfield;
undefined
> textField.checkvalidity();
URL field: false
> textField.checkvalidity();
true
> |
Submit
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=] Exercise 4: Checking the Validity of the
Email and URL Fields

™) 5 to 10 minutes

e

N

-

DS
From your Demos folder, open text—l@ds html in your browser, if it’s not open
already. ’b-\ ' Q*Q
In the console, check the vali of the emaTTfield and urlfield fields. If the field is valid

to start, modify the field value to make it invalid and check it again. If it is invalid to start,
modify the field value to make it valid and check it again.

Note that emailfield is required and must be a well-formed email, and urlfield is not
required, but if entered, it must be a valid URL beginning with “https:”.
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Solution

@ Text-like Fields X +

C' @ File | C/Courses/Web%20Forms/ClassFiles/FormValidat

® 4] Elements  Console  Sources  Network
. . -
Text field™: B © top v @ | Fier
> const form=document.getElementById( 'my-form');
undefined
HIE A *.
Email field*: > const emailField=form.emailfield;
me(@example.com ndetined
p ’ > emailField.checkValidity();
: Sl fal
URL field: aise

> emailField.value="me@example.com';
"me@example.com"
> emailField.checkvalidity();

Submit lt”‘e
>

@ Text-like Fields X +

C @ File | C/Courses/Web%20Forms/ClassFiles/FormValidation/Demd

[x E Elements Console Sources Network

H *.
Text field*: B O | tp v| ® | Fiter
> const form=document.getElementById( ' 'my-form');
undefined
HE A *.
Email field*: > const urlField=form.urlfield;
undefined
me(@example.com - —
> urlField.checkvalidity();
URL field: true
> urlField.value="http://www.example.com';
http://www.example.com "http://www.example.com”
> urlField.checkvalidity();
Submit false

The url field isn’t valid in the last example, because it starts with “http:” and the pattern requires
that it starts with “hteps:”.
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2.5. Checking Validity on Input and Submit Events

For the best user experience, in addition to checking all fields when the user submits the form, we
should check the validity of each field when the user changes the value of that field. To do this, we will
listen for submit events on the form, and input events on the text-like fields. We will add those
listeners as soon as the page loads. We can use the following function to check the validity of a field
and turn the background color of the control to pink if the entry is invalid:

function checkField(field) {
if (!field.checkValidity()) {
field.style.backgroundColor
} else {
field.style.backgroundColor ;
}

"pink’;

We will call the checkField() function when the user inputs a value in the field we want to check
and when the user submits the form. To do that, we add ou'r&:nt listeners:

>
window.addEventListener('load’, functiw ®
const form = document.getEle my—Qm)Q

const textField = form.textfield®

textField.addEventListener('input', function(e) {
checkField(textField);

1)

form.addEventListener("submit", function(e) {
// Check errors
checkField(textField);

// If form is invalid, prevent submission
if (!form.checkVvalidity()) {
e.preventDefault();
alert('Please fix form errors.');
}
1)
1)

A few things to note:
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1. The event we are listening for is an input event. This fires whenever the value of an input,
select, or textarea changes; however, at the time of this writing, it is only reliable for

text-like input and textarea fields.

A. For checkboxes and radio buttons, it is better to listen for click events.

B. For select fields, it is better to listen for change events.

2. For now, we’re just changing the background color of invalid fields to pink. Later, we’ll add
useful messages.

3. form elements also take the checkValidity() method, which returns false if any of the

form’s fields are invalid. Otherwise, it returns true.

4.  ThepreventDefault() method of an eventis usedio\prevent what would normally happen

-

when that event occurs. In this case, the ey@Q&lbmit, which would normally cause the

form to be submitted. To prevent %@m h@g when the form is invalid, we call
e.preventDefault(). @A C)O

5.  We include an alert() call only for illustration purposes. In practice, you probably don’t
need the alert. You can just show the errors in the form.

The input event is meant to be fired when the user changes the value of input, select, and
textarea elements, but at the time of this writing, it is not yet fully reliable. Check
https://caniuse.com/#search=input for information on current browser support.

Below, we have the complete file:
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https://caniuse.com/#search=input

Demo 2.3: FormValidation/Demos/text-like-fields-validate.html

0o NOoO oA WN -

A A DDA D WWWWWWWWWWNDNDNDNNDNDNNDNDN=2S A2 A A A A Ao
A OWON-_2 OOV ONOOUPAWN-__OOVWONOOUPRAWN-__OUOVWONOOOPRAWON=2O© -

<IDOCTYPE html>

<html lang="en">
<head>

<meta charset="UTF-8">

<meta name="viewport" content="width=device-width,initial-scale=1">
<link rel="stylesheet" href="../normalize.css">

<link rel="stylesheet" href="../styles.css">

<script>

}

function checkField(field) {
if (!field.checkValidity()) {

field.style.backgroundColor = 'pink’;
} else {

field.style.backgroundColor = '';
}

window.addEventListener('load', function(e) {

const form = document.getElementById('my-form');
const textField = form.textfield;

=

textField.addEventListener('input’, fdanion(e) {

checkField(textField); ‘::>‘)‘

form.addEventListener('submit', function(e) {
// Check errors
checkField(textField);

// If form is invalid, prevent submission
if (!form.checkValidity()) {
e.preventDefault();
alert('Please fix form errors.');
}
13N

1)

</script>

<title>Text-like Fields</title>

</head>

<body>

<form id="my-form" method="post" novalidate>
<label for="textfield">Text field*:</label>
<input type="text" id="textfield" name="textfield"

required minlength="5" maxlength="10">

<label for="emailfield">Email field*:</label>
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45, <input type="email" id="emailfield" name="emailfield" required>

46. <label for="urlfield">URL field:</label>

47. <input type="url" id="urlfield" name="urlfield" pattern="https:.*">
48.

49, <button>Submit</button>

50. </form>

51. </body>

52. </html>

Code Explanation

1. OpenFormValidation/Demos/text-like-fields-validate.html inyour browserand
submit the form without filling in any of the fields. The text field should turn pink:

® ® [ Text-like Fields ®x +

& C O fileyf/Users/natdunn/... v MW &
Text field*:
Email field*:
URL field:

Submit

2. Enter a value of at least 5 characters in the text field. You will see that the pink background
goes away.

Now let’s add validation for the email and url fields:
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Demo 2.4: FormValidation/Demos/text-like-fields-validate2.html

17. window.addEventListener('load', function(e) {

18. const form = document.getElementById('my-form');
19. const textField = form.textfield;

20. const emailField = form.emailfield;

21. const urlField = form.urlfield;

22.

23. textField.addEventListener('input', function(e) {
24 . checkField(textField);

25. 1)

26.

27. emailField.addEventListener('input', function(e) {
28. checkField(emailField);

29. 1)

30.

31. urlField.addEventListener('input', function(e) {
32. checkField(urlField);

33. 1)

34.

35. form.addEventListener('submit', function

36. // Check errors R

37. checkField(textField); \Q?’“ A
38. checkField(emailFiel_d);.A(b‘ ; O’Q
39. checkField(urlField) ;<= <O

40.

41. // If form is invalid, prevent submission

42, if (!form.checkValidity()) {

43. e.preventDefault();

44 . alert('Please fix form errors.');

45. }

46 . });

47. });

Code Explanation

1. Notice that we reuse the checkField() function without modification.

2. Open FormValidation/Demos/text-like-fields-validate2.htmlin your browser
and submit the form without filling in any of the fields. You will notice that only the Text
and Email fields appear pink. That’s because the URL field is not required.

3. Enter an invalid URL in the URL field (e.g., “hello”) and resubmit. This time all three fields
will appear pink.
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2.6. Adding Error Messages

There are many ways to add error messages to the form. One common practice is to have the error
messages within the HTML, but to hide them until it is time to report an error. You could do this by

setting the display property to “none” by default and then changing it to “block” to report the error.
One downside to this method is that it makes the HTML messy.

Instead of adding error messages to our HTML that may never be shown to the user, we will use
JavaScript to dynamically add elements containing error messages.

% 2.6.1. The dataset Property

HTML elements can take a dataset property to associate-non-standard data with an element. We
will use this to assign error messages to our form ﬁe ollowing code illustrates this:

<SS
const form = document.getElemer@d.( @O

const textField = form.textfield;
textField.dataset.errorMsg = 'You must enter a value.'

Sometimes it is useful to use other properties of the field in the error message. For example, our
textField field is created with the following HTML:

<input type="text" id="textfield" name="textfield"
required minlength="5" maxlength="10">

Below we use the minLength and maxLength properties of textField to create the error message.
Note that JavaScript uses camelCase for the property names (e.g., minLength and maxLength):

textField.dataset.errorMsg = 'Your entry must be between ' +
textField.minLength + ' and ' +
textField.maxLength + ' characters.'

Now we'll look at how we can report these custom errors to the user in a friendly way:

54 | LESSON 2: JavaScript Form Validation
EVALUATION COPY: Not to be used in class.



Demo 2.5: FormValidation/Demos/text-like-fields-add-error1l.html

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44 .
45.
46 .
47 .
48.
49.
50.

<script>

}

function addError(field) {

const error = document.createElement('div');
error.innerHTML = field.dataset.errorMsg;
error.className = 'error';
field.parentNode.insertBefore(error, field);

function removeError(field) {

}

// to do

function checkField(field) {

}

if (!field.checkValidity()) {
addError(field);

} else {
removeError(field);

}
\‘5Q

window.addEventListener( loWn(ez ?
const form = documen’%((f tB&)@; rm');

const textField = form. ield;

textField.dataset.errorMsg = 'Your entry must be between ' +
textField.minLength + ' and ' + textField.maxLength +

' characters.';

const emailField = form.emailfield;
emailField.dataset.errorMsg = 'You must enter a valid email.';

const urlField = form.urlfield;
urlField.dataset.errorMsg = 'The URL must begin with "https".';

textField.addEventListener('input', function(e) {
checkField(textField);

};

emailField.addEventListener('input’', function(e) {
checkField(emailField);

1)

urlField.addEventListener('input', function(e) {
checkField(urlField);
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51. });

52.

53. form.addEventListener('submit', function(e) {

54. // Check errors

55. checkField(textField);

56. checkField(emailField);

57. checkField(urlField);

58.

59. // If form is invalid, prevent submission

60. if (!form.checkValidity()) {

61. e.preventDefault();

62. alert('Please fix form errors.');

63. }

64. 1)

65.  }); \@Q

66. </script> f@\p‘(b~®
oML N2 %

< <P

Code Explanation

1. Notice that we have added errorMsg properties to the dataset properties of our field elements
on the load event.

2. Notice that we have changed checkField() to call addError(field) and
removeError(field) instead of setting and unsetting a pink background.

3. Open FormValidation/Demos/text-1like-fields-add-error1.html in your browser
and submit the form without filling in any of the fields. After seeing an alert warning you that
there are errors, you should see those errors appear right above the two empty required input

fields:
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Text field*:

Your entry must be between 5 and 10 characters.

Email field*:

You must enter a valid email.

URL field:

Submit

The addError () function takes one argument: the field to which to add an error message.

That field should be sent to the function w@orMsg property in its dataset. The
function does the following: Q(_b‘ <\

> LD
A.  Creates a new di@ and gssigs-t to error:

const error = document.createElement('div');

B. Sets the innerHTML of the error to the field’s errorMsg:

error.innerHTML = field.dataset.errorMsg;

C. Sets the className of error to 'error':

error.className = 'error';

D. Inserts the new error element before the passed-in field, so that the error shows

up right above the field itself.

Now, type “hello” into the textfield input:
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Text field*:

Your entry must be between 5 and 10 characters.
Your entry must be between 5 and 10 characters.
Your entry must be between 5 and 10 characters.
Your entry must be between 5 and 10 characters.

Your entry must be between 5 and 10 characters.
hello

Ermail finldA*-

6. It validates the field with each user input. And each time it finds the field invalid, it adds
another error div. To prevent that from happening, we should check to see if the error

div already exists and, if it does, exit the function without adding another error div. The
following example does that:

Demo 2.6: FormValidation/Demos/text-like-fields-add-error2.html

9. function addError(field) {

10. if (field.previousElementSibling && _*L\Q
11. field.previousElementSibling.className === 'error') {
12. /! error message already showInau’ ~®
13. return; @“ C)O

14. }

15. const error = document.createElement('div');
16. error.innerHTML = field.dataset.errorMsg;

17. error.className = 'error';

18. field.parentNode.insertBefore(error, field);
19. }

Code Explanation

Now the addError () function first checks to see if the passed-in field hasa previousElementSibling
and, if it does, if that element’s className is “error”. If it is, that means the error div is already
present, so we return. We don’t actually return anything. We are simply exiting the function and
effectively passing the ball back to the code that called the function.

Open FormValidation/Demos/text-1like-fields-add-error2.html in your browser to test it
out.
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Now we need to write our removeError () function so that we can remove the error when the user

corrects the problem:

Demo 2.7: FormValidation/Demos/text-like-fields-remove-error.html

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.

function addError(field) {
if (field.previousElementSibling &&
field.previousElementSibling.className === 'error') {
// error message already showing
return;
}
const error = document.createElement('div');
error.innerHTML = field.dataset.errorMsg;
error.className = 'error';
field.parentNode.insertBefore(error, field);

}

function removeError(field) ({
if (field.previousElementSibling &&
field.previousElementSibling.className === 'error') {
field.previousElementSibling. remoy%ZL\ h

} >
) B <SS

Code Explanation

Like with the addError () function, the removeError () function first checks to see if the
passed-in field has a previousElementSibling and, if it does, if that element’s className

is “error”. If it is, that means the error div is present, so we remove it using the remove ()
method.

Now, type “Hello” into the textfield input. The error should disappear as soon as the entry
is valid.

Add and remove values from the other fields as well to see if they work as expected.
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2.7.Validating Textareas
O

S
Validating textarea elements is similar to v&]&@mxt-li e input fields. In the following code

-

sample we have added a textarea%&@f@@lt if included must be between 10 and
200 characters: T >
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Demo 2.8: FormValidation/Demos/text-like-fields-complete.html

47 . const urlField = form.urlfield;

48. urlField.dataset.errorMsg = 'The URL must begin with "https".';
49.

50. const comments = form.comments;

51. comments.dataset.errorMsg = 'Your comment must be between ' +
52. comments.minLength + ' and ' + comments.maxLength +
53. ' characters.';

54.

55. textField.addEventListener('input', function(e) ¢
56. checkField(textField);

57. 1)

58.

59. emailField.addEventListener( 'input’', function(e) {
60. checkField(emailField);

61. 1)

62.

63. urlField.addEventListener('input’', function(e) {
64. checkField(urlField);

65. b ;\\d’\\
66. LN

67. comments.addEventListenerg;égggs', fuq&éigg(e) {
68. checkField(comments) ;Z 4

69. 1) < C)

70.

71. form.addEventListener('submit', function(e) {

72. // Check errors

73. checkField(textField);

74. checkField(emailField);

75. checkField(urlField);

76. checkField(comments);

77 .

78. // If form is invalid, prevent submission

79. if (!form.checkValidity()) {

80. e.preventDefault();

81. alert('Please fix form errors.');

82. }

83. 3

84. 1)

98. <label for="comments">Comments:</label>

99. <textarea name="comments" id="comments"

100. minlength="10" maxlength="200"></textarea><br>
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101.

Code Explanation

The image belows shows how the form appears when all fields are invalid:

®  ® [y Text-like Fields x +
C O O file//fUsersnatdun.. Y+ W &
Text field*:

Your entry must be between 5 and 10 characters.

Email field*:

You must enter a valid email.

URL field:

You must enter a valid URL beginning with "https".

http://foo
Comments:

Your comment must be between 10 and 200 characters.

helle

Submit

EVALUATION COPY: Not to be used in class.
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2.8. Validating Checkboxes

Like the text-like fields we’ve been looking at, checkboxes are created with the input tag. We can reuse

the same checkField() function we have created; however, rather than listening for input events,

we will listen for click events.

Demo 2.9: FormValidation/Demos/checkbox.html

36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44 .
45.
46 .
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.

60.
61.
62.
63.
64 .
65.

window.addEventListener('load', function(e) {
const form = document.getElementById( 'my-form');
const cb = form.terms;
cb.dataset.errorMsg = 'You must check the box!';

cb.addEventListener('click’', function(e) {

checkField(ch);

}

form.addEventListener("submit", function@(\
// Check errors (§
checkField(cb); SO

— O
// If form is invalids vent sGmﬁsion
if (!'form.checkValidity()) {

e.preventDefault();
alert('Please fix form errors.');
}
1)
1)

<form id="my-form" method="post" novalidate>
<input type="checkbox" name="terms" id="terms" required>
<label for="terms">
I understand that it's really important
that I check this box.
</label>

Code Explanation

This code should all be clear as it’s similar to the text-field validation in the earlier examples.
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2. Open FormValidation/Demos/checkbox.html and submit the form without checking
the checkbox. You should get an alert saying “Please fix form errors.” and see an error above

the checkbox:

@ ® [ Checkbox X +

< C v @ file:ff/Users/natd... ¥t s"iﬂ

You must check the box!
| understand that it's really important that | check this box.

Submit

3. Asyou check and uncheck the box, the error should disappear and reappear.

-
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2.9. Validating Radio Buttons

Radio buttons are similar to checkboxes; however, since our checkField() function only expects a
single element, we have to pass just one radio button input element to the function. Luckily, if any
one of a group of radio buttons is invalid, they are all invalid, so we can just send the first radio button,
which we can get like this:

const answer = form.answer[0];
answer .dataset.errorMsg = 'Please answer the question.';

As with checkboxes, we will listen for click events. We loop through form.answer, which is an array
of radio buttons, adding the click event to each one:
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Demo 2.10: FormValidation/Demos/radio-buttons.html

36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44 .
45.
46 .
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64 .
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.

window.addEventListener('load', function(e) {
const form = document.getElementById('my-form');
const answer = form.answer[0];
answer.dataset.errorMsg = 'Please answer the question.';

// Add click event handler to each radio button
for (let button of form.answer) {
button.addEventListener('click', function(e) {
checkField(answer);
1)
}

form.addEventListener("submit", function(e) {
// Check errors
checkField(answer);

// If form is invalid, prevent submission
if (!form.checkValidity()) {

e.preventDefault(); N <i§:\
alert('Please fix form errors.',;"::‘

} S
¥ <N C)Q
1)
</script>
<title>Radio Buttons</title>
</head>
<body>
<form id="my-form" method="post" novalidate>
<fieldset>
<legend>Question#*:</legend>
<label>
<input type="radio" name="answer" value="1" required> A
</label>
<label>
<input type="radio" name="answer" value="2" required> B
</label>
<label>
<input type="radio" name="answer" value="3" required> C
</label>
<label>
<input type="radio" name="answer" value="4" required> D
</label>
</fieldset>
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Code Explanation

1. This code should all be clear as it’s similar to the text-field validation in the earlier examples.

2. OpenFormValidation/Demos/radio-buttons.html and submit the form without selecting
an answer. You should get an alert to fix form errors and see an error message:

@ Radio Buttons X + B H X
< C v | ® File | /Demos/radio-buttons.html  ¥¢ 9 :
Question*:
Please answer the question.
A B C D
Submit

3. Assoon as you make a sele@}}e erro@ﬁdisappear.

+» 2.9.1. Which Radio Button was Selected?

The following function is useful for checking which radio button in a group of radio buttons is selected.
This might be useful in an upcoming challenge exercise!

function getSelectedRadio(radioArray) {
for (btn of radioArray) {
if (btn.checked) {
return btn;
}
}

return null;

}

The function simply loops through the buttons until it finds one that is checked, at which point it
returns that button. If it doesn’t find any checked buttons, it returns null.
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2.10. Validating Select Menus

When select menus allow for only one option to be selected (i.e., when the multiple attribute is not
used), then there is always a default selection. If it is not set specfically using the selected attribute,
then the first option (at index 0) will be selected by default. As such, the required attribute, while
valid, doesn’t actually change anything. It is a common practice to make the first option of select
menu an invalid option that might be blank or read “--Please choose--"; however, there is no way to
enforce this with HTML alone. Using JavaScript, we can report an error if the first option is left selected.

In addition, because leaving the first option selected doesn’t Qal(e the select menu invalid, we need

to explicitly make the field invalid. This is done wit@g@nent’s setCustomValidity() method,
which takes a string with an error message: S\ N\
<= s
function checkSelect(field) {
if ( field.selectedIndex === 0 ) {
field.setCustomValidity('Invalid');
addError(field);
} else {
field.setCustomValidity('');
removeError(field);

}

By setting the custom validity to a string with at least one character, we make the field invalid, which
in turn makes the whole form invalid. Then in the else block, we set the custom validity to an empty
string, which indicates that the element has no custom validity error.

The following example shows how we incorporate this checkSelect () function in our form validation:
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Demo 2.11: FormValidation/Demos/select-menus.html

28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.

function checkSelect(field) {

if ( field.selectedIndex === 0 ) {
field.setCustomValidity('Invalid');
addError(field);

} else {
field.setCustomValidity('');
removeError(field);

}

}

window.addEventListener('load', function(e) {
const form = document.getElementById('my-form');
const problem = form.problem;
problem.dataset.errorMsg = 'Please choose an answer.';

problem.addEventListener('change', function(e) {
checkSelect(problem);
|9
SO
form.addEventL ("sub @){
orm.a ventListener("submit" ton(e
s\\\ g ~;§5

// Check errors 4::?

>
checkSelec‘c(problem*)Q./A C)

// If form is invalid, prevent submission
if (!form.checkValidity()) {
e.preventDefault();
alert('Please fix form errors.');
}
1)
1)
</script>
<title>Select Menus</title>
</head>
<body>
<form id="my-form" method="post" novalidate>
<label for="problem">50 + 50? *:</label>
<select name="problem" id="problem" required>
<option value="0">--Please Choose--</option>
<option value="50">50</option>
<option value="100">100</option>
<option value="250">250</option>
</select>
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Code Explanation

1. Note that the code listens for a change event on the select field.
2. OpenFormvalidation/Demos/select-menus.html and submit the form without selecting
an answer. You should see an error:
® ' ® [ select Menus ®x 4+
&~ C O @ file:/f{Usersfnatdunn... %r @
50 + 50?7 *:
Please choose an answer.,
--Please Choose-- =
Submit
3,

As soon as you make a selection, the error should disappear. If you re-select the first option,
the error should reappear.
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=] Exercise 5: Validating the Ice Cream Order

Form
) 25 to 40 minutes

In this exercise, you will write JavaScript to validate the ice cream order form we saw at the beginning
of this lesson.

1.  Open FormValidation/Exercises/ice-cream.html for editing.

A. Addascript tag to use ice-cream. js.
B. Turn offt HTML form validation.

2. Open FormValidation/Exercises/ice-cream. js for editing.

A. Notice that the following functions are already written:

i addError()
ii. removeError() \@Q
iii. checkField() QZ *

iv. checkSe@ C)Q

3. Write code to add validation for the following fields:

A. email
phone
username
container

flavor

m om0

requests

G. terms

4. Each of the above fields should be validated when its value is changed. All fields should be
validated when the form is submitted. Be sure to prevent the form from submitting if any

field is invalid.

5. Test your solution in a browser.

The following screenshot shows the form (split into two parts) after submitting with errors in all fields:
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Username*: Flavor*:

Username must be § to 25 characters. Please select a flavor.
--Please Choose-- -
HED .
Email*: Tgpplngsj

Invalid Email

Sprinkles MNuts Whipped Cream

Telephone: Special Requests:
Invalid Phone. Use format: ###-##4-#444 Your comment must be between 10 and 200 characters.
5555555555 Hello
—Cup or Cone*:
Please select a container.

Cup Plain cone Sugar cone Waffle Cone You must accept the terms.

Challenge i
Write code to add if th d IQE@’%(S) "
rite code to a an error 1I the user oraers m a cone:

up or Cone*:

Cup o Plain cone|| Sugar cone Waffle Cone

Flavor*:

--Please Choose--

4>

Toppings:

Carinllac Bl ke
e R L

You cannot have whipped cream on a cone.

Whipped Cream

Note that you will want to perform this check:

1. When the user clicks the “Whipped Cream” checkbox.
2.  When the user selects a container.

3.  When the user submits the form.

I understand that I'm really not going to get any ice cream.
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Solution: FormValidation/Solutions/ice-cream.html

7. <link rel="stylesheet" href="../styles.css"> A
8. <script src="ice-cream.js"></script> ('Z)s%}’ =
9.  <title>Ice Cream Order Form</titles 5% N
10. </head> /.@'/ . Q’Qx -
11. <body> %/ CJ/

12. <form id="ice-cream-form" method="post" novalidate>
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Solution: FormValidation/Solutions/ice-cream.js

39. window.addEventListener('load’', function(e) {

40. const form = document.getElementById('ice-cream-form');

41. const email = form.email;

42. email.dataset.errorMsg = 'Invalid Email’;

43. const phone = form.phone;

44, phone.dataset.errorMsg = 'Invalid Phone. Use format: ###-###-####";
45, const username = form.username;

46. username.dataset.errorMsg = 'Username must be 8 to 25 characters.';
47 . const container = form.container[0];

48. container.dataset.errorMsg = 'Please select a container.'

49, const flavor = form.flavor;

50. flavor.dataset.errorMsg = 'Please select a flavor.'

51. const terms = form.terms;

52. terms.dataset.errorMsg = 'You must accept the terms.';

53. const requests = form.requests;

54. requests.dataset.errorMsg = 'Your comment must be between ' +

55. requests.minLength + ' and ' + requests.maxlLength +

56. ' characters.';

57. e

58. username.addEventListener("input"”, fup@%) {

59. checkField(username); ‘\Q§:>

2?. 1) Q/ C)O‘Q*

62. email.addEventListener("input", function(e) {
63. checkField(email);

64. 1)

65.

66. phone.addEventListener ("input", function(e) {
67. checkField(phone);

68. 1)

69.

70. for (radio of form.container) {

71. radio.addEventListener("click"”, function(e) {
72. checkField(container);

73. 1)

74. }

75.

76. flavor.addEventListener("change", function(e) {
77. checkSelect(flavor);

78. 1)

79.

80. requests.addEventListener("input", function(e)
81. checkField(requests);
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82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.
92.
93.
94.
95.
96.
97.
98.
99.

100.
101.
102.
103.
104.
105.

1)

terms.addEventListener("click", function(e) {
checkField(terms);
1)

form.addEventListener("submit", function(e) {
// Check errors

checkField(username);

checkField(email);

checkF%eld(phone? : @‘/Q
checkField(container); D"
checkSelect(flavor); ﬁb\_Q} @
checkField(requests); //‘A/ = c)o/ 5
checkField(terms); = =

// If form is invalid, prevent submission
if (!form.checkValidity()) {
e.preventDefault();
alert('Please fix form errors.');
}
1)

1)
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Challenge Solution: FormValidation/Solutions/ice-cream-challenge.js

39. function getSelectedRadio(radioArray) {

40. for (btn of radioArray) {

41. if (btn.checked) {

42. return btn;

43. }

44 }

45, return null;

46. }

47.

48. function checkWhip(whip) {

49. const radioArray = document.querySelectorAll('input[name="container"]');
50. const selectedContainer = getSelectedRadio(radioArray);
51. if (!selectedContainer) {

52. return true; //container not selected

53. }

54. if (whip.checked && selectedContainer.value !== 'cup') {
55. addError(whip);

56. return false;

57. } else {

A

58. removeError(whip); (§

o s S
. return true; -

61. } Q/ <O

62.

63. window.addEventListener('load', function(e) {

64 . const form = document.getElementById('ice-cream-form');

65. const email = form.email;

66. email.dataset.errorMsg = 'Invalid Email’;

67. const phone = form.phone;

68. phone.dataset.errorMsg = 'Invalid Phone. Use format: ###-###-####" ;
69. const username = form.username;

70. username.dataset.errorMsg = 'Username must be 8 to 25 characters.';
71. const container = form.container[0];

72. container.dataset.errorMsg = 'Please select a container.';

73. const flavor = form.flavor;

74. flavor.dataset.errorMsg = 'Please select a flavor.';

75. const terms = form.terms;

76. terms.dataset.errorMsg = 'You must accept the terms.';

77. const requests = form.requests;

78. requests.dataset.errorMsg = 'Your comment must be between ' +

79. requests.minLength + ' and ' + requests.maxlLength +

80. ' characters.';

81. const whip = form.whip;
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82. whip.dataset.errorMsg = 'You cannot have whipped cream on a cone.';
83.

84. username.addEventListener("input”, function(e) {
85. checkField(username) ;

86. 1)

87.

88. email.addEventListener("input”, function(e) {
89. checkField(email);

9. 1)

91.

92. phone.addEventListener ("input", function(e) {
93. checkField(phone);

94, 3

95.

96. for (radio of form.container) {

97. radio.addEventListener("click", function(e) {
98. checkField(container);

99. checkWhip (whip) ;

100. });

101. }

102.

103. flavor.addEventListener("change", functi 4;;‘
104. checkSelect(flavor); ~\:::j; : ~:§5
105.  }); \\’z} OQ
106. N ™~
107. requests.addEventListener("input"”, function(e) {
108. checkField(requests);

109. });

110.

111. terms.addEventListener("click", function(e) {
112. checkField(terms);

113.  }):

114.

115. whip.addEventListener("click", function(e) {
116. checkWhip (whip) ;

17.  });

118.

119. form.addEventListener("submit", function(e) {
120. // Check errors

121. checkField(username) ;

122. checkField(email);

123. checkField(phone);

124. checkField(container);

125. checkSelect(flavor);

126. checkField(requests);
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127. checkField(terms);

128. const whipValid = checkWhip(whip);

129.

130. // If form is invalid, prevent submission
131. if (!form.checkValidity() || !'whipValid) {
132. e.preventDefault();

133. alert('Please fix form errors.');

134. }

135. )

136.

137. }):
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2.11. Giving the User a Chance=-S-
5P

While it is great to capture errors earl so.r&fa’r ca F@l right away, some users might be a little

put off by errors that show up before%’ﬁave had nce to finish an individual entry. For example,

the way our ice cream form works now, as soon as the user starts entering an email address, an error

shows up:

Email*:
Invalid Email

One solution would be to listen for change events, which do not fire until the field loses focus, instead

of input events, which fire every time a character is added or removed. This solution works well the
first time the user enters data, but it is not as nice when the user is correcting a field that already has
an error as in the following scenario:

1. The user enters an invalid email address and moves on to the next field, causing an error to
show up.

2. The user returns to the email field and fixes the email address. The error will not go away

until the change event fires, which won’t occur until the user leaves the field.
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In the above scenario, it would be nicer to hide the error as soon as the field is valid and then show it
again if the field becomes invalid again. We can do this by keeping track of which fields have been
“touched.” We will consider a field to have been touched if the user changes its value or if the user has
submitted the form and received validation errors.

Note that this will only apply to text-like 1nput andt <%rea fields as we use change and click

events to initiate validation on other ﬁelc&%‘ @anut and textarea fields using:

const inputFields = document.querySelectorAll( input, textarea');

Take a look at the following code:
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Demo 2.12: FormValidation/Demos/ice-cream-final.js

82. // Get the input and textarea fields

83. const inputFields = document.querySelectorAll('input, textarea');
84.

85. // Loop through the input fields, marking them all "untouched"
86. for (field of inputFields) {

87. field.dataset.status = 'untouched’;

88. }

89.

90. // When a user changes the value of a text-like input or textarea,
91. // mark the field "touched"

92. // validate the field

93. username.addEventListener("change", function(e) {
94, username.dataset.status = 'touched';

95. checkField(username) ;

96. 1)

97.

98. // When a user inputs data into a text-like input or textarea
99. // that has been touched, validate the field
100. username.addEventListener("input”, functiop(&I¥
101. if (username.dataset.status === 'toy§E§R$ {
102. checkField(username) ; "\QS:E- «J&s
103. } A(b‘ . OQ
104. }); << <O

105.

106. email.addEventListener("“change”, function(e) {
107. email.dataset.status = 'touched’;

108. checkField(email);

109. });

110. email.addEventListener("input", function(e) {
111. if (email.dataset.status === 'touched') {

112. checkField(email);

113. }

114. 3

115.

116. phone.addEventListener("change", function(e) {
117. phone.dataset.status = 'touched';

118. checkField(phone);

119.  });

120. phone.addEventListener("input", function(e) {
121. if (phone.dataset.status === 'touched') {

122. checkField(phone);

123. }

124. )
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125.

126. requests.addEventListener("change", function(e) {

127. requests.dataset.status = 'touched';

128. checkField(requests);

129. }):

130. requests.addEventListener("input"”, function(e) {

131. if (requests.dataset.status === 'touched') {

132. checkField(requests);

133. }

134. });

156. // Mark all fields touched

157. for (field of inputFields) {

158. field.dataset.status = 'touched’;

159. }

Code Explanation PR
S>>

The following code will not Validate an inp @Xtar Id on each input unless the user has

previously changed that field or sub T o note:

1. We save all the input and textarea fields as a NodeList (similar to an array of elements)
called inputFields.

2. We loop through the input fields, setting the dataset.status property of each field to
“untouched.”

3. Weadd change event listeners to each text-like input and the “requests” textarea. When

the change event occurs, we set the dataset . status property of the field to “touched” and
we validate the field.

4. We modified the input event listeners to check if the dataset . status property is “touched”,
and if it is, we validate the field.

5. We added a for loop in the callback function of the submit event listener to set the
dataset.status property of all the input and textarea fields to “touched”.

Open FormValidation/Demos/ice-cream-final.html in your browser to try it out.
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Conclusion 2SS~
>
In this lesson, you have learned to v%@@ ie@mation scripts.
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LESSON 3
Styling Forms with CSS

EVALUATION COPY: Not to be used in class.

Topics Covered

V] Form layout with CSS.

V] Validation-related pseudo-classes.

Introduction e

>>
Styling form controls with CSS is a bit tric wsers difféxslightly in how they format different
form fields and users get accustom “heow for r&displayed by their browser of choice. If your
form fields look different from the ot orms theyHave used on the web, you risk confusing them.

In this lesson, you will learn how you can use CSS to style forms and to use CSS pseudo-classes to
provide visual feedback when form fields are invalid.
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3.1. General Form Layout

There are many ways to lay out forms. One common practice is to separate entries using <div> tags,
as in the following example:

LESSON 3: Styling Forms with CSS | 83
EVALUATION COPY: Not to be used in class.



Demo 3.1: CssForms/Demos/form-start.html

0o NOoO oA WN -

<!DOCTYPE html>
<html>
<head>
<meta charset="UTF-8">
<meta name="viewport" content="width=device-width,initial-scale=1.0">
<link rel="stylesheet" href="../normalize.css">
<style>
div {
margin: 10px;
}
</style>
<title>Basic Form Layout</title>
</head>
<body>
<form id="my-form" method="post">
<div>
<label for="textfield">Text field*:</label>
<input type="text" id="textfield" name;“Eggffield”
required minlength="5" maxlength=“10§§§3‘
</div> N> N
<div> ‘\\®’ - OQ
<label for="emailfield">Bmail field*+<7label>
<input type="email" id="emailfield" name="emailfield" required>
</div>
<div>
<label for="urlfield">URL field:</label>
<input type="url" id="urlfield" name="urlfield" pattern="https:.*">
</div>
<div>
<button>Submit</button>
</div>
</form>
</body>
</html>

Code Explanation

Note that we have used normalize.css to normalize styles across browsers.® Except for adding some

margin to the div elements, the form is unstyled. It appears as follows in Google Chrome:

6.

For details on normalize.css and to get the latest version, see https://necolas.github.io/normalize.css/.
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https://necolas.github.io/normalize.css/

® © ® [ Basic Form Layout x  +
&« C (0 @ filefffUsers/natdunn... ¥r W B ® @ :
Text field*:
Email field*:
URL field:
Submit
One common way to style forms is to set most form contibl o extend the full width of the form with

the labels above the controls, like this: \Q,,/
s \@1/ NN i

® © ® [ BasicFormLayout - Full Width x = +

9

& C v @ filefffusers/natdunn... Yr @ E ® @ :

Text field*:
Email field*:

URL field:

Here is the CSS we used for this form:
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Demo 3.2: CssForms/Demos/layout.css

1. form {

2. width: 500px;

3. margin: 20px auto;

4, }

5.

6. label {

7. display: block;

8. font-family: Arial, Helvetica, sans-serif;
9. font-weight: bold;

10. margin: 5px Opx;

1. }

12.

13.  input {

14. box-sizing: border-box;

15. font-size: large;

16. padding: 4px;

17. width: 100%;

18. }

19.

20. button { (&Q
21. background-color: green; '
22. color: white; Q@-\b *®
23. font-family: Arial, Hel@a', sans4ger f™
24. font-size: x-large; ’
25. margin-top: 10px;

26. padding: 5px;

27. width: 100%;

28. }

Code Explanation

Some of what we have done:

1. Added awidth and margin to the form.
2.  Set the label elements to blocks and added some margin.

3. Setthewidth of the input elements to 100% and set the box-sizing property to border-box
so that the input boxes take up the full width (and only the full width) of the form.

4. Set the width of the button element to 100% and added some styling,.
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Because we have made the 1abels block-level elements, we no longer need to use div elements to
visually separate the fields. So, we are able to simplify our HTML to:

Demo 3.3: CssForms/Demos/form-layout.html

oo NOoO oA WN -

<!DOCTYPE html>
<html>
<head>
<meta charset="UTF-8">
<meta name="viewport" content="width=device-width,initial-scale=1.0">
<link rel="stylesheet" href="../normalize.css">
<link rel="stylesheet" href="layout.css">
<title>Basic Form Layout - Full Width</title>
</head>
<body>
<form id="my-form" method="post">
<label for="textfield">Text field*:</label>
<input type="text" id="textfield" name="textfield"
required minlength="5" maxlength="10">
<label for="emailfield">Email field*:</ etift\
<input type="email" id="emailfield" mg=-emailfield" required>
<label for="urlfield">URL field s

=3 A
<input type="url" id="url@hname@lg‘ pattern="https:.*">

<button>Submit</button>
</form>
</body>
</html>

EVALUATION COPY: Not to be used in class.

[

3.2. Form-field Pseudo-Classes

Next, we will add some visual validation to show when form fields are invalid. But before doing that,
let’s look at the pseudo-classes that are available for form fields.
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Form-field Pseudo-classes

A

Pseudo-class Represents Can be applied to
-checked A selected or checked option. Radio buttons, checkboxes and options in
select menus.
-default The default element among a group of | Pre-selected radio buttons, checkboxes, and
elements. options in select menus.
-disabled A disabled element. Any form element.
-enabled An enabled element. Any form element.
-focus An element that has focus (has been clicked|Any form element.
or tapped or tabbed into).
:indeterminate |A form element with an indeterminate  |Although not solely, this is mostly used (and
state. rarely at that) to indicate that no radio button
of a group is selected.
:in-range An input element with a value in between | Any input element that has min and max
its min and max properties. properties set.
- i A form element with an invalid value... ¢ form element that can be validated.
:invalid ’\vcﬁ
:optional A form element that is not req.@b %form element that can be required.
N

:out-of-range

[
An input element v@&u‘é’m@

its min and max properties.

iny input element that has min and max
properties set.

:required

A form element that is required.

Any form element that can be required.

:valid

A form element with a valid value.

Any form element that can be validated.

Several of the above pseudo-classes are rarely used for several reasons:

1.

Conveying meaning. It can be difficult to convey meaning to form fields with CSS alone.
For example, how would you style an element to indicate to the user that the number entered
is in or out of range?

Timing of error. The CSS rules you create will take effect immediately. For example, if you

decide to give invalid input fields a pink background, all required input fields will be pink
as soon as the page loads, before the user has had a chance to enter any data. Ideally, users

wouldn’t see errors until after they attempted to fill out a field. The same is true for input
fields that must match a certain pattern or be a certain length. As soon as a user starts entering
text, the background color will change to pink and remain so until the user enters valid data.
Again, it would be better to let the user finish entering the data before indicating that the field
is invalid.
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3. Consistency. It is difficult to apply styles to text fields, checkboxes, radio buttons, select
menus and textareas that are consistent. For example, you can give text-like input fields a
background color and even a background image to indicate that they are invalid, but you
cannot do the same thing with checkboxes, radio buttons and select menus.

Because of the above issues, we recommend relying more on JavaScript than CSS to provide feedback
to the user on the validity of form fields. That said, we will show how you can apply some of these
pseudo-classes as you may come across cases in which they come in handy.

EVALUATION COPY: Not to be used in class.

[

3.3. Applying Pseudo- Classgshﬁc&ms
Q
In the following demo, we begin togrpseudo—gsses to form fields.

Demo 3.4: CssForms/Demos/pseudo-classesl.css

1. input:invalid {
2. background-color: pink;
3. }

Code Explanation

1. We start with just adding a pink background to invalid input elements.

2. OpenCssForms/Demos/form-validate.html, which includes the pseudo-classes1.css
stylesheet, in your browser. You’ll see that as soon as the page loads the two required fields
show up with pink backgrounds:
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® © ® [ BasicFormLayout- Validate x 4

& C O O filefffUsersiratdunn.. ¥+ B B ® & :

Text field*:

Email field*:

“URL field:

3. Assoon as you begin to enter a URL, that ﬁ@h pink background as well:

N> |

L ® [ Basic Form Layout - Validate X +

ra C O Q@ filesf/Users/natdunn... Y @ E ® @ :

Text field*:

Email field*:

URL field:
h

4. The pink backgrounds will go away as soon as the fields meet the minimum validation
requirements:
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® ' ® [ Basic FormLayout - Validate x <+

& C v @ filefffusers/natdunn... Yr @ E ® @ :

Text field*:
Hello
Email field*:
a@a

URL field:
https://a

Now let’s add styling to fields that are required and fields that have focus. Here’s our modified CSS:
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Demo 3.5: CssForms/Demos/pseudo-classes2.css

input:invalid {
background-color: pink;

}

]
2

3

4.

5. input:required {
6 border-bottom: 4px solid green;
7

8

}
9. input:focus {
10. border-right: 10px solid brown;
1. }
12.
13. label.required {
14. color: green; .
15. cursor: help; Q\\SDQ
16. ) S > N
18. label.required::after { N~ <i:‘) -
19. color: green;
20. content: "*";
21. font-weight: normal;
22. )
23.
24. label.required:hover::after {
25. content: "field required";
26. margin-left: 5px;
27. }

Code Explanation

The screenshot below shows our form when the first element has focus and the mouse is hovering over
the “Text field” label:
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L @ [ Basic Form Layout - Validate » =+

&« C O fileffusers/natdunn/D... Yr W [E @ :

Text field: field required ?

Email field:*

URL field:

Open CssForms/Demos/form-validate.html in your editor and edit it so that it uses
pseudo-classes2.css instead of pseudo-classes1.css.

Open CssForms/Demos/form-validate. hﬁ{@ur editor:

,f\/
A. Remove the asterisks from M %Nequired fields.

B. Give those same 1@% tﬁé@’ ~class.

Now open CssForms/Demos/form-validate.html in your browser.
Here is what we have done with form-related pseudo-classes:
A. Added a solid, green, 4-pixel bottom border to required input fields.
B. Added a solid, brown, 10-pixel right border to input fields that have focus.

In addition, we have:

A. Added a CSS rule to color required labels green and make the cursor a question
mark when the 1abel is hovered over.

B. Used the : :after pseudo-element to add an asterisk to labels with the “required”
class.

C. Used the :hover pseudo-class along with the : :after pseudo-element to change

the text at the end of a 1abel with the “required” class to “field required” when the
user hovers over the label.
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EVALUATION COPY: Not to be used in class.

H
(é-
3.4. Radio Buttons, @bo@s& ﬁd Fieldsets

Now let’s see how we can handle radio buttons and checkboxes. Let’s start with the HTML:
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Demo 3.6: CssForms/Demos/radios-checkboxes.html

1. <!DOCTYPE html>

2. <html>

3. <head>

4. <meta charset="UTF-8">

5. <meta name="viewport" content="width=device-width,initial-scale=1.0">
6. <link rel="stylesheet" href="../normalize.css">

7. <link rel="stylesheet" href="layout.css">

8. <link rel="stylesheet" href="pseudo-classes2.css">

9. <link rel="stylesheet" href="radios-checkboxes.css">

10. <title>Radio buttons and Checkboxes</title>

11. </head>

12. <body>

13. <form>

14. <fieldset>

15. <legend class="required">Question:</legend>

16. <label>

17. <input type="radio" name="answer" value="1" required> A
18. </label>

19. <label>

20. <input type="radio" name="answer" value="2" required> B
21. </label> s;:ss:)

22. <label> Q‘_’b

23. <input type="radio" nam(ii@e\r va&@requirew C
24. </label> @ C)

25. <label>

26. <input type="radio" name="answer" value="4" required> D
27. </label>

28. </fieldset>

29.

30. <input type="checkbox" name="terms" id="terms" required>
31. <label for="terms" class="required">

32. I understand that it's important

33. that I check this box.

34. </label>

35.

36. <button>Submit</button>

37. </form>

38. </body>

39. </html>

Code Explanation

Notice that the form contains a group of required radio buttons in a fieldset and a required checkbox
with a trailing label.
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Also notice that, in addition to the CSS files we included ‘&rlier, we have added a new radios-

checkboxes.css CSS file. fs'\\f:-)} -
7\0}”/ _~=N

D> SR
Now let’s look at the new CSS file @VC ac@ﬂP -
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Demo 3.7: CssForms/Demos/radios-checkboxes.css

fieldset {
margin: 10px Opx;
padding: 15px;

}

legend {
font-weight: bold;
}

/* Undo block-level formatting for the fieldset label
and the label for the terms checkbox */

fieldset label,

label[for="terms'] {
display: inline;
font-weight: normal;

}

/* Radio buttons and checkboxes shouldn't have 100% width */

input[type='checkbox'],
input[type='radio'] {
margin: @ 5px;
width: auto;

} Q//

input[type='checkbox']:invalid + label {

color: red;

}

legend.required {
color: green;
cursor: help;

}

legend.required::after {
color: green;
content: "*";
font-weight: normal;

}

legend.required:hover::after
content: "field required"”;
margin-left: 5px;

}

{
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Code Explanation

Much of this code should be clear. Here’s what we’ve done:

1. Added margin and padding to fieldsets.
2. Made legends bold.

3. Changed the font weight to normal and display to inline of the 1abels for checkboxes and
radio buttons.

4. Removed the 100% width from checkboxes and radio buttons. That 100% width was added
to all inputs in layout.css.

5.  Set the color of a 1abel that follows an invalid checkbox to red:

input[type='checkbox']:invalid + label {
color: red;

This uses the adjacent sibling combinator, documented at https://developer.mozil
la.org/en- US/docs/Web/CSS/Next 31b 1nator.

6.  Set legends that have the “ requlre els that have the required class as set
in pseudo-classes?2 .cs@g at t@d e combined into one rule as could the
two following rules that add content after the legend:

label.required, legend.required {
color: green;
cursor: help;

label.required::after, legend.required::after
content: "*";
color: green;
font-weight: normal;

}

label.required:hover::after, legend.required:hover::after {
content: "field required";
margin-left: 5px;

}

The screenshot below shows our form when the page first loads:
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® © ® [y Radiobuttons and Checkboxes X =+

&« (@ filegfjusers/natdunn/... Yr W & @ :

uestion:*

A B C D

| understand that it's important that | check this box. *

1. Open CssForms/Demos/radio-checkboxes.html in your browser.
2. Hover over either of the 1abels to see the text change.

3. Check the checkbox to see its label change from red to green.
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= Exercise 6: Styling Forms
™ 30 to 60 minutes

We end this lesson with an open-ended exercise to give you practice styling forms. You can either try
to make the form look and act like the one below or style the form however you like. You can open

CssForms/Solutions/ice-cream.html in your browser to see how it works when users interact
with it.

@ @ [ lce Cream Order Form b4 -

& & (@ filegffUsers/natdunn/... Y W @ :

Username:*

Email: field required ?

Telephone:
555 A\

Cup or Cone:*

© Cup Plain cone Sugar cone Waffle Cone

Flavor:*

4»

--Please Choose-- /N

—Toppings:
Sprinkles = Nuts 3 Whipped Cream

Special Requests:

Helld| ml

I understand that I'm really not going to get any ice cream. *

1.  Open CssForms/Exercises/ice-cream.html in your editor and review the code.

2. Open CssForms/Exercises/ice-cream.css in your editor. It is currently empty. Use it
to style the ice cream order form.
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3. Note that there are a couple of 1mage®_‘@b rms&lages/ that you may wish to use.
o8

~
. — =
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Solution: CssForms/Solutions/ice-cream.css

form {
margin: auto;
width: 500px;
}

label {
display: block;
font-weight: bold;
margin: 5px Opx;

}

legend {
font-weight: bold;
}

input,

select,

textarea,

fieldset {
box-sizing: border-box; ) S
font-size: large; , O™
padding: 4px; s\Q(b' *
width: 100%; . N SN

} L < (::‘), i

fieldset {
margin: 10px @px;
padding: 15px;

}

/* Undo block-level formatting for the fieldset label
and the label for the terms checkbox */

fieldset label,

label[for="terms'] {
display: inline;
font-weight: normal;

}

/* Radio buttons and checkboxes shouldn't have 100% width */
input[type='checkbox'],
input[type='radio'] {

margin: @ 5px;

width: auto;
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45.
46 .
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64 .
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.

button {

background-color: green;

color: white;

font-family: Arial, Helvetica, sans-serif;
font-size: x-large;
margin-top: 10px;

padding: 5px;
width: 100%;

/* Begin validation-related pseudo-classes */

input:invalid,

textarea:invalid,

select:invalid {
background-color: pink;
background-image: url('../Images/warning.png');
background-position: 99% 5px;
background-repeat: no-repeat;

}
select:invalid { &\FDQ
background-position: 90%; ~\\‘ — ~:§5
e ) )

input:required,
select:required
#container {

’

border-bottom: 4px solid green;

}

input:focus,
select:focus,

textarea:focus {

border-right:
}

label.required,
legend.required
color: green;
cursor: help;

}

label.required:
legend.required

10px solid brown;

:after,
c:after
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90. color: green;

91. content: "*";

92. font-weight: normal;
93. }

94.

95. label.required:hover::after,
96. legend.required:hover::after {

97. content: "field required"”;

98. margin-left: 5px; - S

0 S
- S

100. T N\

101. input[type='checkbox"] :inW@Q{ )

102.  color: red; i =~

103. }

Conclusion

In this lesson, you have learned to use CSS to style forms.
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LESSON 4

Regular Expressions

EVALUATION COPY: Not to be used in class.

Topics Covered

[ Regular expressions for advanced form validation.

| Regular expressions and backreferences to clean up form entries.
Introduction

Regular expressions are used to do sophisticated pattern matching, which can often be helpful in form
validation. For example, a regular expression can be used to check whether an email address entered
into a form field is syntactically correct. JavaScript SuppoIs Pesl-compatible regular expressions.

S

A\bfbAA
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[]

4.1. Getting Started

There are two ways to create a regular expression in JavaScript:

1.  Using literal syntax

const reExample = /pattern/;

2. Using the RegExp () constructor

const reExample = new RegExp("pattern");

There is no difference between the two.
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For example, we could create a regular expression for a social security number like this:

// literal syntax
const reSSN = /A[@8-9]{3}[\- 1?[0-91{2}[\- 1?[0-9]{4}$/;

// RegExp() contructor syntax
const reSSN = new RegExp("*[0-9]1{3}[\- 1?[0-91{2}[\- 1?[0-9]{4}$");

% 4.1.1. JavaScript’s Regular Expression test() Method

The test () method takes one argument, a string, and checks whether that string contains a match of
the pattern specified by the regular expression. It returns true if it does contain a match and false
if it does not. This method is very useful in form validation scripts. The following code sample shows
how it can be used for checking a social security number. Don’t worry about the syntax of the regular
expression itself. We'll cover that shortly.

const reSSN = /A[0-9]1{3}[\- 1?[0-9]{2}[\- 1?[0-9]{4}S$/;

reSSN.test('555-55-5555"); <
reSSN.test('555-55-555"); // missing one dig]’;ﬁb"§$0
\\:é:>§

Here we show this code run in Chrs@f ools@@?

> const resSN = /~[0-91{3}[\- 1?[0-91{2}[\- 1?[@-91{4}$/;

undefined

> reSSN.test('555-55-5555");
true

> reSSN.test('555-55-555"); // missing one digit
false

EVALUATION COPY: Not to be used in class.

[]

4.2. Regular Expression Syntax

A regular expression is a pattern that specifies a list of characters. In this section, we will look at how
those characters are specified.
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We encourage you to try these regular expressions in Google Chrome’s console.

% 4.2.1. Startand End (" $)

A caret (%) at the beginning of a regular expression indicates that the string being searched must start
with this pattern.

e  The pattern *foo can be found in “food”, but not in “barfood”.

const pattern=/"foo/;
undefined
pattern.test('food');
true
pattern.test('barfood');

false
be\‘\) Q‘QA

A dollar sign (8) at the end of a reg&pression inidicates that the string being searched must end
with this pattern.

e  The pattern foo$ can be found in “curfoo”, but not in “food”.

const pattern=/foo$/;
undefined
pattern.test('curfoo');
true
pattern.test('food");
false

> |

% 4.2.2. Number of Occurrences (? + * {})

The following symbols affect the number of occurrences of the preceding character’: ?, +, *, and {}.

7. Or characters if parentheses are used.
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A question mark (?) indicates that the preceding character should appear zero or one times in the
pattern.

e  The pattern foo? can be found in “food” and “fod”, but not “faod”.

> const pattern=/foo?/;
undefined

> pattern.test('food");
true

> pattern.test('fod');
true

> pattern.test('faocd');
false

A plus sign (+) indicates that the preceding character s.k&@%ear one or more times in the pattern.

e  The pattern fo+ can be found 1@?@ d”, but not “fd”.

> const pattern=/fo+/;
undefined

> pattern.test('fod');
true

> pattern.test('food");
true

> pattern.test('foood');
true

> pattern.test('fd');
false

An asterisk (*) indicates that the preceding character should appear zero or more times in the pattern.

e  The pattern fo*d can be found in “fd”, “fod” and “food”.
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> const pattern=/fo*d/;
undefined

> pattern.test('fd');
true

> pattern.test('fod');
true

> pattern.test('food");

true

Curly brackets with one parameter ( {n} ) indicate that the preceding character should appear exactly

n times in the pattern.

e  The pattern fo{3}d can be found in “fooo;ig,sk,ﬁb}% “food” or “fooood”.
\"- .

-

> const pattern=/fo{3}d/;

undefined

> pattern.test('foood');
true

> pattern.test('food");
false

> pattern.test('fooocod');
false

Curly brackets with two parameters ( {n1, n2} ) indicate that the preceding character should appear

between n1 and n2 times in the pattern.

e  The pattern fo{2,4}d can be found in “food”, “foood”, and “fooood”, but not “fod” or
“foooood”.
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> const pattern=/fo{2,4}d/;
undefined

> pattern.test('food");
true

> pattern.test('foood');
true

> pattern.test('fooocod');
true

> pattern.test('fod');
false

> pattern.test('fooocood');
false

Curly brackets with one parameter and an empty second paramenter ( {n, } ) indicate that the preceding
character should appear at least n times in the pattern &

e  The pattern fo{2, }d can be fo&!@bQ > @ood but not “fod”.

> const pattern=/fo{2,}d/;
undefined

> pattern.test('food");
true

> pattern.test('foooood");
true

> pattern.test('fod');
false

% 4.2.3. Common Characters (.\d \D \w\W \s \S)
A period ( . ) represents any character except a newline.

e  The pattern fo.d can be found in “food”, “foad”, “fo9d”, and “fo*d”.
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const pattern=/fo.d/;
undefined
pattern.test('food");
true
pattern.test('foad');
true
pattern.test('fo9d");
true
pattern.test('fo*d");

true

Backslash-d ( \d ) represents any digit. It is the equivalent of [0-9] (see page 113).

e  The pattern fo\dd can be found in “fol1d”, “fo4d” and “fo0d”, but not in “food”.

>

const pattern=/fo\dd/;
undefined
pattern.test('fold");
true
pattern.test('fo4d");
true
pattern.test('fooed");
true
pattern.test('food");

false

Backslash-D (\D ) represents any character except a digit. It is the equivalent of [*0-9] (see page 114).

e  The pattern fo\Dd can be found in “food” and “fo_d”, but not in “fo4d”.

>

const pattern=/fo\Dd/;
undefined
pattern.test('food");
true
pattern.test('fo_d");
true
pattern.test('fo4d");
false

EVALUATION COPY: Not to be used in class.
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Backslash-w ( \w ) represents any word character (letters, digits, and the underscore ( _) ).

e  The pattern fo\wd can be found in “food”, “fo_d” and “fo4d”, but not in “fo*d”.

> const pattern=/fo\wd/;
undefined

> pattern.test('food");
true

> pattern.test('fo_d");
true

> pattern.test('fo4d");
true

> pattern.test('fo*d");

false

Backslash-W (\W) represents any character except a word character.

e  The pattern fo\Wd can be found in “fo*d”, “fo@d” and “fo.d”, but not in “food”.
N

> const pattern=/fo\Wd/;
undefined

> pattern.test('fo*d");
true

> pattern.test('fo@d"');
true

> pattern.test('fo.d");
true

> pattern.test('food');
false

Backslash-s ( \'s) represents any whitespace character (e.g, space, tab, newline, etc.).

e  The pattern fo\sd can be found in “fo d”, but not in “food”.

> const pattern=/fo\sd/;
undefined

> pattern.test('fo d');
true

> pattern.test('food');

false
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Backslash-S (\S ) represents any character except a whitespace character.

The pattern fo\Sd can be found in “fo*d”, “food” and “fo4d”, but it cannot be found in “fo
d”.

> const pattern=/fo\Sd/;
undefined

> pattern.test('fo*d");
true

> pattern.test('food");
true

> pattern.test('fo4d");
true

> pattern.test('fo d');

false

% 4.2.4. Grouping ()

Square brackets ( [] ) are used to group optlox;\Q~

S
O
S

. [{3>] /‘( 7’ ‘( »
[aeiou] matches an “a a O%, o .

o  The pattern f[aeiould can be found in “fad” and “fed”, but not in “fyd”, “food”
or “fd”.

> const pattern=/f[aeiould/;
undefined

> pattern.test('fad');
true

> pattern.test('fed');
true

> pattern.test('fyd');
false

> pattern.test('food');
false

> pattern.test('fd');
false

Number of occurrence characters can be used with groups.
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o  The pattern f[aeiou]{2}d can be found in "food®, "faed“ and "feod“, but not in
“faeod”, "fed” or "fd".

> const pattern=/f[aeiou]{2}d/;
undefined
> pattern.test('food');
true
> pattern.test('faed');
true
> pattern.test('feod');
true
> pattern.test('faeod');
false D§
> pattern.test('fed');
false
> pattern.test('fd');
false

e  Ranges can be created using a dash:

S
S
o [A-Z] matches any upper c%@‘

o  [a-z] matches an@&t{?é. 1@)0 A

o  [A-Za-z] matches any letter, regardless if it is lower case or upper case.

% 4.2.5. Negation (")
When used as the first character within square brackets, the caret ( * ) is used for negation.

e  The pattern f[*aeiould can be found in “fqd” and “f4d”, but not in “fad” or “fed”.

> const pattern=/f[~aeiou]d/;
undefined
> pattern.test('fqd');
true
> pattern.test('f4d');
true
> pattern.test('fad');
false
> pattern.test('fed');
false
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% 4.2.6. Subpatterns ( ())

Parentheses ( () ) are used to capture subpatterns.

e  The pattern f(00)?d indicates that the subpattern oo can show up zero or one time. The
pattern can be found in “food” and “fd”, but not in “fod”.

> const pattern=/f(c0)?d/;
undefined

> pattern.test('food");
true

> pattern.test('fd');
true

> pattern.test('fod');
false

% 4.2.7. Alternatives (| )

S
The pipe ( | ) is used to create optional patter 0 *

—
¥ < . ) <« » <« »
e  The pattern foo$|*bar cz&%und mgc? and “bar”, but not “foobar”.

> const pattern=/foo$|"bar/;
undefined

> pattern.test('foo');
true

> pattern.test('bar');
true

> pattern.test('foobar');
false

% 4.2.8. Escape Character (\)

The backslash (\') is used to escape special characters, such as periods (.), dashes (-), forward slashes

(/) and backslashes (\).

e  The pattern fo\.d can be found in “fo.d”, but not in “food” or “fo4d”.
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> const pattern=/fo\.d/;
undefined

> pattern.test('fo.d");
true

> pattern.test('food");
false

> pattern.test('fo4d");
false

% 4.2.9. Case-Insensitive Matches

The 1 flag makes a whole pattern match case insensitive.

e  Literal Syntax: Flags are added after the end slash. For example, /aeiou/i matches all
lowercase and uppercase vowels.

e RegExp() Constructor Syntax: Flags are added as the second argument. For example,
RegExp('abcde’, 'i') matches all lowercase a%ﬁppﬁrcase vowels.

The pattern /f[aeiould/1i or RegExp( ' f[ w Q\’Hl be found in “fad”, “FAD”, “FaD”,
and “fAd”, N e O

> const pattern=RegExp('f[aeiou]d',"'i");
undefined

> pattern; // Notice it outputs Lliteral syntax
/Tlaeiou]d/i

> pattern.test('fad’);
true

> pattern.test('FAD');
true

> pattern.test('FaD');
true

> pattern.test('fAd');
true

EVALUATION COPY: Not to be used in class.
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4.3. Backreferences

Backreferences are special wildcards that refer back to a subpattern within a pattern. They can be used
to make sure that two subpatterns match. The first subpattern in a pattern is referenced as \1, the

second is referenced as \2, and so on.

For example, the pattern /* ([bmpw])0\1$/ matches “bob”, “mom”, “pop”, and “wow”, but not “bop”
or “pow”.

const pattern=/~([bmpw])o\1%/;
undefined
pattern.test('bob');
true
pattern.test('mom");
true
pattern.test('pop');
true
pattern.test('wow');
true
pattern.test('bop');
false

pattern.test( 'pow');
false

A more practical example has to do with matching the delimiter in social security numbers, which are
9 digits long and separated into three parts: three digits, then two digits, then four digits. Examine the
following regular expression:

/M\A{3}([\- I?2)\d{2}([\- ]?)\d{4}$/

Within the caret (*) and dollar sign ($), which are used to specify the beginning and end of the pattern,
there are three sequences of digits, optionally separated by a hyphen or a space. Note that the hyphen
needs to be escaped with a backslash because dashes are special characters in regular expressions. This
pattern will be matched in all of the following strings (and more):

1. 123-45-6789

2. 123456789

3. 123456789

4. 123-45 6789
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5. 123 45-6789
6. 123-456789

The last three strings are not ideal, but they do match the pattern.

> const reSSN = /~[@-9]1{3}[\- J?[0-9]{2}[-\ ]?[0-9]{4}%/;
undefined

> reSSN.test('123-45-6789");
true

> reSSN.test('123 45 6789");
true

> reSSN.test('123456789"');
true

> reSSN.test('123-45 6789");
true

> reSSN.test('123 45-6789");
true

> reSSN.test('123-456789");
true

Backreferences can be used to make sure that the second delimiter matches the first delimiter. The
regular expression would look like this:

/M\A{3}([\- 12)\d{2}\1\d{4}$/

The \1 refers back to the first subpattern. Only the first three strings listed above match this regular
expression.
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> const reSSN = /™\d{3}([\- 1?)\d{2}\1\d{4}$/;
undefined

> reSSN.test('123-45-6789");
true

> reSSN.test('123 45 6789");
true

> reSSN.test('123456789");
true

> reSSN.test('123-45 6789");
false

> reSSN.test('123 45-6789");
false

> reSSN.test('123-456789");
false

EVALUATION COPY: Not to be used in class.
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4.4. Form Validation \@:ﬁ? gt preSSIonS

Regular expressions are often used to create stronger form validation. This can often be done using the

pattern attribute in form fields. Consider the HTML email type. While it does force the user to
enter a syntactically valid email address, it is not very restrictive. For example, the following would be
considered valid “a@a” and would pass as a valid email address. You may wish to have your validation
be a little stricter than that. For example, you might require the following sequence. The regular
expression matching each sequence part is shown in parentheses:

1. One or more of any of the following characters: letters, numbers, underscores, dashes, and

periods.

e  Matching regular expression: ([\w\-\.])+
2. An @ sign.

e  Matching regular expression: @

3. One or more of any of the following characters: letters, numbers, underscores, dashes, and

periods.

e  Matching regular expression: ([\w\-\.1)+
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4. A period followed by two to four letters.

e  Matching regular expression: \ . ([A-Za-z]{2,4})

The full regular expression looks like this:

(I\w\-\. D +e([\w\-\.]1)+\.([A-Za-z]{2,4})

Email Regular Expression

Note that the regular expression shown above prevents some syntactically valid email addresses
and allows for some invalid ones. Creating a robust pattern for an email address is quite complex.
The site https://emailregex.com offers the following regular expression, which it claims

works 99.99% of the time:

IMNCCA<>ONINVIN G, 5 \s@ " T+(\ L [A<> (NI L, s i\s@" T+) %) | (".+"))@((\[[8-9]{1,3}\.[@-
91{1,3}\.[8-9]{1, 3}\ [0-91{1,3}1) I (([a-zA- 2\- (a@w[a zA-2142,}))$/

\ \\
As mentioned earlier, you can use r essm@ﬁc:iate email addresses, zip codes, usernames,

passwords, or any number of other ﬁelds simply by using the pattern attribute in your HTML input
fields, like this:

<input type="email"
pattern="([\w\-\.])+@([\w\-\.])+\.([A-Za-z]{2,4})">

EVALUATION COPY: Not to be used in class.
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4.5. Cleaning Up Form Entries

Regular expressions can also be used to clean up user entries immediately after they are entered. This

can be done using a combination of regular expressions and the replace() method of a string object.
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The replace() Method

The replace() method of a string takes two arguments: a regular expression and a replacement string.
It replaces the first regular expression match in the string with the replacement string. If the g flag (for
global) is used in the regular expression, it replaces all matches with the string.

"Webucator".replace(/cat/, "dog"); //returns Webudo%
"Webucator".replace(/[aeioul/g, "x"); //returns{@x’cxr

0
And here it is in the Google Chrom@@’ A
il ’:J/

» "Webucator".replace(/cat/, "dog");

\

"Webudegor®
» "Webucator".replace(/[aeioul /g, "x");

"Wxbxextxr®

With the replace() method, it is also possible to replace a matched pattern with a new string made
up of submatches from the pattern. The following example illustrates this.
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Demo 4.1: RegularExpressions/Demos/ssn-cleaner.html

1. <IDOCTYPE html>

2. <html lang="en">

3. <head>

4. <meta charset="UTF-8">

5. <meta name="viewport" content="width=device-width,initial-scale=1">
6. <link rel="stylesheet" href="../normalize.css">

7. <link rel="stylesheet" href="../styles.css">

8. <title>SSN Cleaner</title>

9. <script>

18. function cleanSSN(ssn) {

11. const reSSN = /A(\d{3})[\- 12(\d{2})[\- 1?2(\d{4})$/;
12. if (reSSN.test(ssn)) {

13. const cleanedSsn = ssn.replace(reSSN, "$1-$2-$3");
14. return cleanedSsn;

15. } else {

16. alert("INVALID SSN");

17. return ssn;

18. }

19. }

20. >
21. window.addEventListener('load', function

22. const btn = document.getElemen ; eaq&izf&s
23. const ssn = document.ge d (esi)y

24 . btn.addEventListener('cli -~ functio {

25. ssn.value = cleanSSN(ssn.value);

26. e.preventDefault(); // prevent form submission
27. 1)

28. });

29. </script>

30. </head>

31. <body>

32. <form>

33. <input id="ssn" name="ssn" size="20">

34. <button id="clean">Clean SSN</button>

35. </form>

36. </body>

37. </html>

Code Explanation

The cleanSSN() function is used to “clean up” a social security number. The regular expression

contained in reSSN contains three subexpressions, denoted with parentheses:
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~ONd{BH) [I\- T?7(\d{2})[\- 1?2(\d{4})$

1. (\d{3})
2. (\d{2})
3. (\d{4})
Subpattern 1 Subpattern 2 Subpattern 3
% % %

/7 (NA{3})[\= 12(\d{2})[\=- 12(\d{4})$/
Within the second argument of the replace() method, these subexpressions can be referenced as $1,

$2, and $3, respectively.

When the user clicks the “Clean SSN” button, the Clean function is called. This function first
uses a regular expression to test that the user-ente s 1s a valid social security number. If it is, it

then cleans it up with the following line of 5@,\ ich @hmlts the three substrings matching

the subexpressions. %/ C)

const cleanedSsn = ssn.replace(reSSN, "$1-$2-$3");

It then returns the cleaned-up social security number.

For example, in the following form, the social security number is entered with one space and one dash:

@ SSN Cleaner X + - = -

CcC O @® File | Demos/ssn-cleanerhtml v¢ = [ & @
123 45-6789

Clean SSN N

After clicking the Clean SSN button, the social security number gets formatted with two dashes:
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@ SSN Cleaner

123-45-6789

x 4

Clean SSN

O X

CcC O @® File | Demos/ssn-cleanerhtml  v¢ | [ a :
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=] Exercise 7: Cleaning Up Form Entries
) 15 to 25 minutes

In this exercise, you will create a function for validating and formatting a phone number. The phone
number should have the following format:

1. An optional open parentheses.
2. Three digits.

3. An optional close parentheses.
4. An optional dash, dot or space.
5. Three digits.

6. An optional dash, dot or space.
7.

Four digits.

Here are some examples of valid phone numbers:
e
1. 5551234567 45;;§;)
2. (555) 123 4567 @A’b C)CSQ
3. 555-123-4567 |
4.

555 123 4567

You are to do the following:

1. Open RegularExpressions/Exercises/phone-cleaner.html for editing.

2. Add apattern attribute to the phone field with a regular expression matching the pattern
described above.

3. Write a cleanPhone() function that takes one argument: the field containing a phone
number. It should check to see that the field contains a valid phone number.

A. Ifitdoes, it should return a cleaned-up version of the phone number in the format:
(555) 123-4567.

B. Ifitdoes not, it should alert “INVALID PHONE” and return the current unchanged

invalid phone value.

4. Test your solution in a browser.
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Solution: RegularExpressions/Solutions/phone-cleaner.html

1. <IDOCTYPE html>

2. <html lang="en">

3. <head>

4. <meta charset="UTF-8">

5. <meta name="viewport" content="width=device-width,initial-scale=1">

6. <link rel="stylesheet" href="../normalize.css">

7. <link rel="stylesheet" href="../styles.css">

8. <title>Phone Cleaner</title>

9. <script>

18. function cleanPhone(phone) {

11. const rePhone = RegExp(phone.pattern);

12. const phoneNum = phone.value;

13. const cleanedPhone = phoneNum.replace(rePhone, "($1) $2-$3");

14. if (rePhone.test(phoneNum)) {

15. return cleanedPhone;

16. } else {

17. alert("INVALID PHONE");

18. return phoneNum; - <:f$:‘
o~

19. } V\:Sﬁap

20. } ’b\ .®

21. NS~ O

22. window.addEventListener('load™, funct;E;%gB {

23. const btn = document.getElementById('clean');

24. const phone = document.getElementById('phone');

25. btn.addEventListener('click', function(e) {

26. phone.value = cleanPhone(phone);

27. e.preventDefault(); // prevent form submission

28. )

29. });

30. </script>
31. </head>

32. <body>

33. <form>

34. <input type="tel" id="phone" name="phone" size="20"

35. pattern="A\(2(\d{3})\)?2[\-\. 1?2(\d{3})[\-\. ]?2(\d{4})$">
36. <button id="clean">Clean Phone</button>

37. </form>

38. </body>

39. </html>
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4.6. A Slightly More Complex Example

Some phone numbers are given as a combination of numbers and letters (e.g, 877-WEBUCATE). As
is the case with 877-WEBUCATE, such numbers often have an extra character just to make the word
complete.

In the following demo, we will:

1. Add a function called convertPhone() that:

e  Strips all characters that are not numbers or letters.

. Converts all letters to numbers using_thgﬂawing rules:
>

et
“ O

o GHI-> 4% C)

o JKL->5

o MNO->6

o PQRS->7

o TUV->8

o WXYZ->9

Notice that the regular expressions used in the conversions include both the g flag
(for global) so that all matches get replaced, and the i flag, so that the search is

case-insensitive.

e  Passes the first 10 characters of the resulting string, and the pattern to use to the
cleanPhone() function.

e  Returns the resulting string.

2. Modify the form, so that it calls convertPhone() rather than cleanPhone().
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Demo 4.2: RegularExpressions/Demos/phone-converter.html

<!DOCTYPE html>
<html lang="en">
<head>
<meta
<meta

charset="UTF-8">

name="viewport" content="width=device-width,initial-scale=1">
<link rel="stylesheet" href="../normalize.css">

<link rel="stylesheet" href="../styles.css">

<title>Phone Converter</title>

9. <script>

0o NOoO oA WN -

18. function cleanPhone(phone, pattern) {

11. const cleanedPhone = phone.replace(pattern, "($1) $2-$3");
12. return cleanedPhone;

13. }

14.

15. function convertPhone(phone) {

16. const rePhone = /A\(?2(\d{3})\)?[\-\. ]1?([A-Za-z\d]{3})[\-\. ]?([A-Za-z\d]{4})/;
17. if (!rePhone.test(phone.value)) {

18. alert("INVALID PHONE");

19. return phone.value;

20. }

21. let convertedPhone = phone.value.repl zlizg;i;;;—z\d]/g,'”ﬁ;
22. convertedPhone = convertedPhone.FQQ§332?7[AB i, "2");
23. convertedPhone = converteiPth{ia?b ace Qi%gi, "3");
24 . convertedPhone = convert e.rep J[GHI]/gi, "4");
25. convertedPhone = convertedPhone.replace(/[JKL]/gi, "5");
26. convertedPhone = convertedPhone.replace(/[MNO]/gi, "6");
27. convertedPhone = convertedPhone.replace(/[PQRS]/gi, "7");
28. convertedPhone = convertedPhone.replace(/[TUV]/gi, "8");
29. convertedPhone = convertedPhone.replace(/[WXYZ]/gi, "9");
30. phone.value = convertedPhone.substring(e, 10);

31.

32. return cleanPhone(phone.value, rePhone);

33. }

34.

35. window.addEventListener('load', function(e) {

36. const btn = document.getElementById('clean');

37. const phone = document.getElementById('phone');

38. btn.addEventListener('click', function(e) {

39. phone.value = convertPhone(phone);

40. e.preventDefault(); // prevent form submission

41. });

42. });

43. </script>

44. </head>

128 | LESSON 4: Regular Expressions

EVALUATION COPY: Not to be used in class.



45. <body>

46. <form novalidate>
47. <input type="tel" id="phone" name="phone" size="20">
48. <button id="clean">Clean Phone</button>
49, </form>
50. </body> ’\Q’;Q
51. </html> ‘s\@-f N
B S
2\ C)Q’ Y
e =
Conclusion

In this lesson, you have learned to work with regular expressions to validate and to clean up form
entries.
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LESSON 5

Node.|s and Server-side Form Validation

EVALUATION COPY: Not to be used in class.

Topics Covered

| Installing and running the Node.js.

V] Server side-form validation.
Introduction

In this lesson, there is quite a lot to understand before we give you any exercises. However, you should
follow along with all the demos, reviewing every one in your editor and running them all in the browser.
If you do this, you should have a good grasp of sewer—sid&&ramming and Node.js before you get

to the form validation exercises. \—

,A"bﬁ \
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5.1. Welcome to the Server-side

Up to this point we have only used client-side JavaScript. Client-side JavaScript is executed by the
JavaScript engine of the browser, but browsers aren’t the only software that can include JavaScript
engines. Node.js, pronounced to rhyme with “Toads say yes” and often just referred to as “Node,” uses
a JavaScript engine to create web servers.

< 5.1.1. What is a web server?

The first step to understanding server-side programming is to understand how web server software
works. The diagram below shows how a web server delivers static pages, such as HTML, JavaScript,
CSS, image files, audio and video files, PDFs, all of which browsers have a built-in way of handling;
and other files that can be downloaded but not handled by the browser, such as Microsoft Word
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documents, zip files, and executables. All these files, both the ones the browser handles and the ones
it just downloads, are szatic, because they are simply fetched by the web server and returned to the client

without any processing on the server side.

|

STATIC WEBSITE e
WEB SERVER RETURNS FILE| SERVER
BROWSER
% 5.1.2. Dynamic Websites \@K\

Dynamic websites are websites that Just fe ﬁsl return files. They have software on
@goisre de

the server that reviews the client req

@ at to do. Depending on the client request,

the server may just return a static file or it may perform any number of processes on the server before
returning a dynamically created file to the client. Here are some examples of what a dynamic site might
do after receiving a request and before returning dynamically created content to the client:

Ll

Perform a database search and return a list of search results.
Log a user into a website by checking the database for the user’s credentials.
Redirect the user to a login page if the user requests a members-only page.

Record a wuser’s support request in a database, email the user a friendly
“we-will-be-in-touch-soon” message and the auto-generated support ticket number, email the
support team letting them know a new request has come in, and return a dynamically created
HTML page with a friendly “we-will-be-in-touch-soon” message and the auto-generated
support ticket number.

Web servers can have access to all sorts of software on the computer on which they sit and can even
reach across networks to make requests of other servers, so the variety of tasks they can perform is
infinite. The diagram below shows how a dynamic website works:
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DYNAMIC WEBSITE

=
=2
P oo
2 ) P wwonas
BROWSER MAKES REQUEST PYTHON
' war_|| Pocpem
Java
| PHP
- - [ 3 1 JAVASCRIPT
BROWSER Qs cumsne) SERVER | matmusomunuy

WEB
mourenesisia | APPLICATION

At the time of this writing, the most widely used web servers? are:

1. Apache
2. nginx

3.  Microsoft-IIS

And the most widely used server-side programming lag@'g*\a' e:
D=
>
1. PHP _ N GSQ,\
ASP.NET Z

2

3. Java

4. Ruby

5. Python

6. Scala

7. JavaScript

8. ColdFusion
9. Perl
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8. https://w3techs.com/technologies/overview/web_server
9. https://w3techs.com/technologies/overview/programming_language
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5.2. Google Chrome DevTools: Network Tab

Google Chrome DevTools Network tab shows which files are delivered when the browser makes a
request. Let’s first take a look at what it shows when we request a file from our local file system without
going through a server:

1.  OpenNode/Demos/no-server/hello-world.html from your class files in Google Chrome
by double-clicking the file or right-clicking and selecting the option to open with Google
Chrome. This will give you a local view of the file, meaning the file will not be delivered

through a web server. The URL in the browser’s location bar should not begin with http. If
it does, close the file and re-open it by navigating to the folder in your file system (not in

Visual Studio Code) and double-clicking it.
2. Open Chrome DevTools and select the Network tab:

[w ﬂ Elements Console Souroesl Network |Per‘fur

3. Now reload the page and look at the Network tab:

[w ﬂ Elements Console  Sources Network Perfo
® & m g Q |\Vew = = Group by frame
Filter Hide data UHle All IXHH JS CS
MName Status Type Initiator
| | hello-world.ht... Finished ~document Other ]
| main.css Finished  stylesheet hello-world.htmi
| | scriptjs Finished  script hello-world.html
& pooh.jpg Finished |peg hello-world.htmi
|4 requests | 0 B transferred | Finish: 10 ms | DOMContentLoaded: 11 m:

This shows what documents were delivered to the browser, their status, what type of documents
they were, and what initiated the delivery.

4. Here are the same static files delivered through a web server rather than opened locally. We
will look further at how this was delivered soon:

Narme Status Type Initiator

| hello-world.h... 200 document Other

| main.css 304 stylesheet hello-world.htrml
| L scriptjs 304 script hello-world.html |
& pooh.jpg 304 peg hello-world.htmi

The only difference is the Status column. The web server sends back a status code to let the
client know the status of the file. The 200 status code means that everything is fine. The 304
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status code means that the file hasn’t been modified since the last time it was requested, so
the browser can use the version it has in cache if it has one.

% 5.2.1. Status Codes

The most common status codes returned by a web server are listed below along with their meanings:

200 OK.

301 Moved Permanently. The file used to be at this URL, but it isn’t anymore.

304 Not Modified. The file hasn’t changed{ ﬁ@%st time it was sent to the client.

400 Bad Request. Something about{%ﬁ? e requist was made has baffled the web server.
401 Unauthorized. You h@logg@cc ss this file.

403 Forbidden. You can’t have this even if you are logged in.

404 Not Found. There is no file here.

500 Internal Server Error. Something went wrong on the server.

503 Service Unavailable. The web server is down or overloaded.

As the server-side developer, you have the ability to return these status codes and to decide what pages
get returned with them. For example, it is common to return a special “404 Page Not Found” page
when the user navigates to a URL on your website that doesn’t exist. The following screenshot shows
how Google handles this:
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®  ® G Error 404 (Not Found)! x +

& C f @ Not Secure": google.com/nopage w B o B
o
Google o ]
o g.
404. That's an error. i ] -} E .
& t.'\? ‘-—.\‘_\‘ L7 \J
The requested URL /nopage was not found on this server. \ ? Ky
That's all we know. & "g Xd W
. i y

e
&

[w ﬂ Elements Console Sources MNetwork Performance Memory Application Security Audits

® 0 mW Yy Q | Vew IE = Group by frame Preserve log Disable cache Offline  Online \
Filter Hide data URLs [[]) | XHR JS CSS Img Media Font Doc WS Manifest Other
IName Status |Type Initiator Size Time
| | nopage 404 ocument Other 1.7 KB 59 m:
nopage 0B 6m
N N7

Notice the 404 status on the Network tab.

Now let’s take a look at how we can easily create and start a web server with JavaScript using Node.js.
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5.3. Welcome to Node.js

Node.js is a JavaScript runtime that makes it simple to create a powerful web server.

+ 5.3.1. Installing Node.js

Installing Node.js is easy, but the process is different for different operating systems. Please refer to the
following web pages for installing and running Node.js:
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° For Mac: https://www.webucator.com/article/how-to-install-nodejs-on-a-mac/

e  For Windows: https://www.webucator.com/article/how-to-install-nodejs-on-
windows/

% 5.3.2. package.json

The Node.js installer also installs npm, which is a JavaScript package manager. Among other things,
npm is used to create, install, update, and run JavaScript packages. A package is simply a directory with
files in it, including one file named package. json, which contains metadata about the project. Below
we show the contents of a package . json file for the most basic Node.js application:

"name" : "myfirstapp",
"version": "1.0.0"

}
This is an object literal written in JSON, Wh‘iﬂ@;%ﬂ lea%about later in the course. While the

package. json file can specify man@&%t@@%nual properties are name and version.
+ 5.3.3. Our First App

Let’s go ahead and create our first Node.js application.

1. Inyour editor, navigate to the Node/Demos folder.

2. Within that folder, create a new folder called my-first-app and within that create two files:
A. package.json
B. hello.js

3. Your directory should now look like this:

4 my-first-app
J5 hello.js

{} package.json
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Open package. json, enter the following code and save:

{
"name": "my-first-app",
"version": "1.0.0",
"scripts": {
"start": "node hello.js"
}
}

Open hello. js, enter the following code and save:

console.log('Hello, world!');

Now open the Windows Command Prompt or the Mac Terminal. From here on out, we
will refer to both as the prompz.

In Visual Studio Code, you can open the prompt by right-clicking the directory in
Explorer and selecting Open in Integr erminal.
e

4 my-first-app New File

s hello.js New Folder

(SN-EE ELENELNE  Reveal in Finder
b no-server Open in Terminal N

This will open the prompt at the directory.

1 TERMINAL

Nats-MBP:my—first-app natdunn$ [

Or you can access the prompt directly. On a Mac, press Cmd+Space, type
“Terminal”, and press Enter:

|Ck terminal.app I

TOP HIT

o |

FOLDERS

On Windows, type “cmd” in the Windows Search Bar and select Command
Prompt:
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| S Filters ~/

Best match

- Command I?rt::rmpt

Desktop app
- Apps
B Anaconda Prompt
B Node.js command prompt
Search suggestions

L cmd - see web results >
0 cmd|

) - \\
O
You will then need to navigmae\m@bd&emos /my-first-app directory using
€

the cd (for change g;rm&omm@\ xact path will depend on where you

installed the class will ook ething like this:

o Mac:

cd /Users/natdunn/Documents/Webucator/ClassFiles/Node/Demos/my-
first-app

o  Windows:

cd \Webucator\ClassFiles\Node\Demos\my-first-app

Once at the proper directory, type npm start at the prompt and press Enter:

PROB L | QUTPUT DEBE E TERMIMAL
Nats-MBEP:my-first-app natdunn$ npm start

my £ np@l.f.8 start fUsers/natdunn/Documents/Webucator/ClassFiles/Node/Demos/my-first—-app

> node helld.js
Hello, world!

iats=MEPTmy—Tirst-app natdunns ||
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Notice that this runs node hello. js, which simply logs “Hello, world!” to the console. Note

that the JavaScript code in hello. js is not running within the browser. It is running in the
Node.js’s JavaScript engine. As such, the console is not the browser’s console, but rather the
prompt itself.

% 5.3.4. What does npm start do?

The npm start command looks at the package . json file for a “start” script. That’s this piece of the
package. json code:

"scripts": {
"start": "node hello.js"

If it does not find a “start” script, it looks in the directory for a server. js file. If it finds it, it runs
node server.js. Ifit does not find it, it will error.
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5.4. Our First Web App

Now it’s time to build our first Node.js web application, which will just send a “Hello, world!” message
to the browser in plain text.

1. Navigate to Node/Demos/minimum at the prompt.

2. Typenpm start and press Enter:

Nats-MBP:minimum natdunn$ npm start

> minimum@1.0.0 start /Users/natdunn/Documents/Webucator/ClassFiles/Node/Demos/min <
imum
> node server.js

3. Notice that this runs node server.js. The server is now running, waiting to serve up content
as we view it in the browser.
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4. Now go to http://localhost:8080 in Google Chrome. You should see a page like this
one:

®  ® w localhost:8080 x  +

< C O O localhost:8080 ¥ ¢

Hello, world!

_——
The Node /Demos/minimum contains only three%@ka/g(&on and server. js and a commented

version of server.js, se rver—coW\z&'c}'}@sed in the application. The first two are
o~ = (4 )
= o

shown below:

Demo 5.1: Node/Demos/minimum/package.json

1. {

2. "name" : "minimum",

3. "description”: "A very basic web application",
4. "version": "1.0.0"

5. }

Code Explanation

Notice that this file has no “start” script. As such, it looks in the directory for a server. js file and
runs that.
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http://localhost:8080

Demo 5.2: Node/Demos/minimum/server.|s

const http = require('http');
const server = http.createServer( function(request, response) {

]
2

3

4.

5. }
6

7

8 1)
9

1

const head = {
‘Content-Type': 'text/plain’

response.writeHead(200, head);
response.end('Hello, world!");

0. server.listen(86080);

Code Explanation

This is where the magic happens. The server. js file:

1. Requires the http module, which

2. Creates a server and sends a very simple response. Bg@@ looking at the code, let’s look at how
Google Chrome receives that response: s'\'g -

A.

o 0ow

Back in Google Chrome, w hr @vTools Network tab and refresh the
2\ oSS

page. <" 5

Make sure All is selected meaning that it will list all files sent from the server.

Click localhost in the bottom-left area.

Make sure the Headers tab is selected in the bottom-right area. This tab shows both
the request headers (headers sent from the client to the server when making the
request) and the response headers (headers sent from the server to the client when
responding to the request).

Scroll down to the Response Headers section.

® O] Elements  Console | Network I» PX

® O m Y Q | \Vew I= = Group by frame Preser

Filter Hide data URLs
FI}{HR JS CSS Img Media Font Doc WS Manifest Other

Mame X Headersl Preview  Response »

lacalhost ]  Response Headers view source
T favicon.co Connection: keep-alive
'Goment—Type: text/plain
“Date: Wed, 17 Oct 2018 @9:43:02 GMT

‘ oo Lo AR s Transfer-Encodina: chunked |
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Notice that the Content-Type is “text/plain”. In our server. js file, you will see
the following code:

const head = {
'Content-Type': 'text/plain'

F.  Now click the Response tab:

Mame ® Headers Preview |Hesponse |>>

| localhost | 1 Hello, world! ||
_| favicon.ico 1 .

2 requests | 314 Btransf... {} Line 1, Column 1

Notice that it just returns the text “Hello, world!” without any HTML tags. That’s
because of this line in the server. js file:

response.end('Hello, world!');

Now let’s look at the commented version of server.js:
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Demo 5.3: Node/Demos/minimum/server-commented.js

// Require the http module
const http = require('http');

]
2
3
4 // Create the HTTP server

5. const server = http.createServer( function(request, response) {
6 const head = {

7 'Content-Type': 'text/plain’

8

}
9. // Send the response header to the request
10. response.writeHead(200, head);
11. // Send the response body and indicate that message is complete
12. response.end('Hello, world!');
13.  });
14.

15. // Start the HTTP server listening for connections
16. server.listen(8080);

Code Explanation
Things to notice: @Q
\Q-b A
1. On line 2, we require the h@ﬁ@a&a@ to the http constant.

2. Starting on line 5, we use the createServer () method of http to create the web server and
pass it a callback function, which will run every time a request is made.

3. Online 10, we use response.writeHead() to send the response header to the request. The

first argument (200) is the status code and the second argument (head) is the headers being
sent to the browser.

4. Online 12, we call response.end('Hello, world!"), which does two things:

A.  Sends the response body to the request.

B.  Lets the server know the response is complete.

5. On line 16, we tell the server to start listening for requests on port 8080.

Choosing the Port

If you get an error saying that port 8080 is already in use (e.g., Error: listen EADDRINUSE
:1:8080), try a different port, such as 3000 or 8000.
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** 5.4.1. Stopping the Server

To stop the server, press Ctrl+C in the prompt.

EVALUATION COPY: Not to be used in class.

[]

5.5. Fat-arrow Functions

In JavaScript, it is common to use an abbreviated form of anonymous function when defining callback
functions. Let’s take a look at the event listening function we saw in server. js:

function(request, response) {
const head = {

'Content-Type': 'text/plain' @Q
} S
response.writeHead (200, head); \\(é»\ GQA’
response.end('Hello, world!')% C) '

}

This function can also be written like this:

(request, response) => {
const head = {
'Content-Type': 'text/plain'
}

response.writeHead(200, head);
response.end('Hello, world!');

}

The only difference is that the word function is removed and a “fat arrow” is inserted after the
parameters.

Here is the server. js file using a fat-arrow function:
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Demo 5.4: Node/Demos/minimum-fat-arrow/server.js

1 const http = require('http');
2 const server = http.createServer((request, response) => {
3 const head = {
4. ‘Content-Type': 'text/plain’
5. }
6 response.writeHead(200, head);
7 response.end('Hello, world!");
8 1)
9.
18. server.listen(8080);
eSS
S
We will use fat-arrow functions for callback £ %s for@t of this lesson.
NT O
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5.6. Sending a Response with HTML

In the last demo, we showed how to send plain text in the response to the browser. Sending HTML
is very similar; we just need to change the Content-Type:
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Demo 5.5: Node/Demos/minimum-html/server.js

const http = require('http');
const server = http.createServer((request, response) => {

1)

const head = {
'Content-Type': 'text/html; charset=UTF-8'

}
const html = “<!DOCTYPE html>
<html lang="en">
<head>
<meta charset="UTF-8">
<meta name="viewport" content="width=device-width,initial-scale=1">
<title>Hello, world!</title>
</head>
<body>

<h1>Hello, world!</h1>
</body>
</html>";

response.writeHead(200, head);

response.end(html);
console.log(request.url); fb;%Bc)Q
>
> SO

N\ .
server.listen(8080); % C)

Code Explanation

Things to notice:

1.  Weset the 'Content-Type' key to 'text/html; charset=UTF-8".

2. We create an html variable to hold the HTML content that we will write to the body of the
response. Note the use of back-ticks (%) to create a template literal. Template literals allow for
multi-line strings and also can have embedded expressions using the following syntax:
${expression}. We will see an example of this soon.

We send the html with the response using response.end(html).
4. We log the requested URL.
To run this:
1. Navigate to Node/Demos/minimum-html at the prompt, type npm start and press Enter.
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2. In your browser, navigate to http://localhost:80880. You should see a page that looks
like this:

8] ® Hello, world! ® +

<« C (@ localhost:8080 r &

Hello, world!

3. Now return to the prompt to see what was logged to the console:

OUTPUT DEBLX L TERMINAL

Nats-MBP:minimum-html natdunn$ npm start

> minimum@l.®.@ start /Users/natdunn/Documents/Webucator/ClassFiles/Node/Demos/minimum=html

> node server.js

From this log, you can see that, as a result of your browser visit, two requests were made to
the server: one for the root page (/) and the other for favicon.ico. But we don’t have
anything in our code about any favicon.1ico file. Where is that coming from? Stay tuned.
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5.7. The favicon.ico Icon

As we saw from the console log in the last demo, the browser is making a request for favicon.ico.
We can also see this request in the Network tab of Chrome DevTools:
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http://localhost:8080

x o] Elements Console  Sources  Network » PX
® O m Y Q | Vew I= = Group by frame Preserve log Die
Filter Hide data URLs

Gl XHR JS C5S Img Media Font Doc WS Manifest Other

MNarne ® Headers Preview Response Cookies Timing

localhost v General

|| fevicon lco " Request URL: http://localhost: 8088/ favicon.ico
equest Method:

Status Code: @ 288 0K
Remote Address: [::1]:8088

Referrer Policy: no-referrer-when-downgrade

2 requests | 314 B transf...

A L a

Among other things, the favicon.ico file is used by browsers, usually on the tab, as a logo-like
identifier for the website:
P

ece nlmeandl)nsne\nslm:lm- x4+
L]

& Cc 0 @& https;//www.webuc... fr :
A

<. ® nogle x o+
<«

C ¢ @ https//www.g.. @

While browsers can handle this differently, they generally make a request for favicon.ico when
visiting a new site. This is why it shows up on the Network tab even when we didn’t explicitly send

it.
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5.8. Simple Routing and 404 Pages

The way we have our server. js file written now, the same response will be sent regardless of the
URL. You can see this by clicking favicon.ico and then clicking the Response tab:
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®° ® W Hello, world x  +
« C O @ localhost:8080 * ® 0 @ @
Hello, world!
[w ﬂ Elements Console  Sources  Network  Performance Mermory Application % i X
® 0 W Y Q | Vew IE = Group by frame Preserve log Disable cache Offline Online
Filter Hide data URLs [[]) XHR JS CSS Img Media Font Doc WS Manifest Other
MName ¥ Headers Preview | Cookies  Timing
| localhost [1
r 2 <html lang="en">
| favicon.ico 3 <head>
_ 4 <meta charset="UTF-8">
5 <meta name="viewport" content="width=device-width, initial-scale=1">
6 =title=Hello, world!=/title=>
7 </head>
a =body=
9 <hl=Hello, world!=/hl=
18 </body>
11 </html>
2 requests | 834 B transf... Line 1, Column 1

Try visiting http://localhost :8080/foobar or any URL beginning with http://localhost :8086.
They will all return the Hello-world page.

Let’s fix this with some simple routing:
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http://localhost:8080/foobar
http://localhost:8080

Demo 5.6: Node/Demos/routing/server.js

1. const http = require('http');

2. const server = http.createServer((request, response) => {
3. const head = {

4. "Content-Type': 'text/html; charset=UTF-8'
5. }

6.

7. let status = 200;

8. let title, body;

9. switch(request.url) {

10. case '/':

11. title = 'Welcome!';

12. body = “<h1>Welcome to our Home Page!</h1>
13. <a href="contact">Contact us</a>";

14. break;

15. case '/contact':

16. title = 'Contact Us';

17. body = “<h1>Contact Us</h1>

18. <p>Call us at 555-555-5555.</p>

19. <a href="/">Home</a>";

20. break; ) S
21. default: ,’&:§;)
22. status = 404; A\Qﬂb‘ %
23. title = '404: Page Not Found' ;-2
24. body = “<h1>404: Page Not Found</h1>
25. <p>Sorry, that page doesn't exist.</p>
26. <a href="/">Home</a>";

27. }

28.

29. const html = “<!DOCTYPE html>

30. <html lang="en">

31. <head>

32. <meta charset="UTF-8">

33. <meta name="viewport" content="width=device-width,initial-scale=1">
34, <title>${title}</title>

35. </head>

36. <body>${body}</body>

37. </html>";

38.

39. response.writeHead(status, head);

40. response.end(html);

41.

42, console.log(request.url);

43. });

44 .
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45. server.listen(8080);

Code Explanation

Things to notice:

1. Weuseaswitch / case statement to set variables for the status (set to 200 as a default)

, title, and body based on the requested URL. Note that the switch statement defaults to
a 404 page if we get an unexpected value.

2. The expressions ${title} and ${body} are used within the html variable template literal
(denoted with back-ticks).

To run this:

1. Navigate to Node/Demos/routing at the prompt, type npm start and press Enter.

2. In your browser, navigate to http://localhost:8088. You should see a page that looks

like this:
=
@ @ M Welcome! X o
< C 00 @ localhost:8080 * ® @

Welcome to our Home Page!

Contact us

[w ﬂ Elements Console  Sources Network — » 21 : X
® & m Y Q Vew IE = Group by frame Preserve log
Filter Hide data URLs

XHR JS CSS Img Media Font Doc WS Manifest Other

Name Status Type Initiator Size ... Waterfall A
localhost 200 docu... Other 4648 ... B
favicon.ico 404 text/ht... Other 510B ... |

|

2 requests | 974 B transferred | Finish: 128 ms | DOMContentLoaded: 112 ms | Load: 11...

Notice the Network tab. The request for /favicon now returns a 404 status.

3.  Now explicitly point your browser to http://localhost:8080/favicon. You will see the
404 page you created in server. js:
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http://localhost:8080
http://localhost:8080/favicon

®  ® [y 404: Page Not Found x  +

<« C O [ O localhost:8080/favicon.ico || ¥ @

404: Page Not Found

Sorry, that page doesn't exist.

Home

% 5.8.1. Delivering favicon.ico

Let’s add one more route to our routing example to deliver the favicon.ico file.
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Demo 5.7: Node/Demos/routing-favicon/server.js

const http = require('http');
const fs = require('fs');

]
2

3

4 const server = http.createServer((request, response) => {
5. let head = {

6 'Content-Type': 'text/html; charset=UTF-8'

7

8

}
9. let status = 200;
10. let title, body;
11. let img;
12. switch(request.url) {
13. case '/':
14. title = 'Welcome!';
15. body = “<h1>Welcome to our Home Page!</h1>
16. <a href="contact">Contact us</a>";
17. break;
18. case '/contact'
19. title = 'Contact Us';
20. body = “<h1>Contact Us</h1> ) S
21. <p>Call us at 555-555-5555. ;g\,o
22. <a href="/">Home</a>" AN ,;55
23. break; - Q@' OQ
24. case '/favicon.ico' ~/” <::.)
25. img = fs.readFileSync('./favicon.ico');
26. head = {
27. 'Content-Type': 'image/x-icon’
28. }
29. break;
30. default:
31. status = 404;
32. title = '404: Page Not Found';
33. body = "<h1>404: Page Not Found</h1>
34. <p>Sorry, that page doesn't exist.</p>
35. <a href="/">Home</a>";
36. }
37.
38. response.writeHead(status, head);
39. if (typeof img === 'undefined') ({
40. const html = "<!DOCTYPE html>
41. <html lang="en">
42, <head>
43. <meta charset="UTF-8">
44 . <meta name="viewport" content="width=device-width,initial-scale=1">
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45, <title>${title}</title>
46. </head>
47. <body>${body}</body>
48. </html>";
49, response.end(html);
50. } else {
51. response.end(img, 'binary');
52. }
53.
54. console.log(request.url);
55.  });
56.
57. server.listen(8080);
Code Explanation \}(.‘.\'Q
>
Things to notice: (b\p‘ S
1. We require fs, which is N %(s File Syste module
2. Weinclude a new case to check to see if the requested URL is /favicon.ico. If it is we read
in the favicon.ico file, which is stored in the same directory, and we change the
Content-type to image/x-icon.
3.  Finally, we do a check to see if the img variable has been defined. If it has not, we respond
with an HTML page. If it has we respond with our favicon.ico image.
To run this:
1. Navigate to Node/Demos/routing-favicon at the prompt, type npm start and press
Enter.
2. Inyour browser, navigate to http://localhost :8088/. This should display the icon both

on the tab and in the Network tab of Chrome DevTools:
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http://localhost:8080/

o @ [ .Welcome! » =+

<« C 00 @ localhost:8080 r ® | &8

Welcome to our Home Page!

Contact us

- [w ﬂ Elements  Console Sources Network — » PoX -
.. Qe m Yy Q | Vew: I = Group by frame Preserve log .
- Filter Hide data URLs

XHR JS CS5S Img Media Font Doc WS Manifest Other

Name St... Type Initiator Size Time Waterfall A
[| | localhost 200 document Other (from dms |

I favicon.ico 200  x-icon Other 3BEKB 3ms |

2 requests | 36.6 KB transferred | Finish: 225 ms | DOMContentLoaded: 196 ms | Load...
L — Jd
@A -
Browser Finickiness and favicon.ico

Browsers are finicky about requesting favicon.ico. If they think they already have the icon
for a particular domain, they may not request it again, even on a hard refresh. If the above isn’t

>

working for you, you can take the whole thing on faith, or you can read How to Force a Re
fresh of favicon.ico (https://www.webucator.com/article/how-to-force-a-re
fresh-of-faviconico/) for instructions on how to make Google Chrome cooperate.
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5.9. Express - Node.js Web Application Framework

As you might imagine, creating all of our web pages in variables like we did in the last example would
get pretty cumbersome. Luckily, there is a special Node.js web application framework called Express!©
that makes creating web applications cleaner and easier.

To use Express in a package, express. js must be included in the package. json dependencies. You
can either add it to the file manually or add it by running:

npm install express

Permissions and Macs

If you are using a Mac and find you get a permissions error when running an npm install..

command, you may need to run as administrator. To do so, run sudo npm install..instead.
For example:

A~
sudo npm install express SO
N %
e < S

Open Node/Demos/minimum-express/package. json in your editor. Notice that it currently does
not include any dependencies:

Demo 5.8: Node/Demos/minimum-express/package.json

1. {

2. "name" : "minimum-express”,

3. "description”: "Minimum web app using express",
4. "version": "1.0.0"

5. }

Now navigate to Node/Demos/minimum-express at the prompt and run:
npm install express

You may get some warnings, but should not get any errors.

10.  https://www.npmjs.com/package/express
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Now look again at Node/Demos/minimum-express/package. json. It should look something like

this, where n.n.n is replaced with the latest stable version:

{
"name" : "minimum-express",
"description”: "Minimum web app using express",
"version": "1.0.0",
"dependencies": {
"express": "An.n.n"
}
}

You will also see a new file, package-lock.json and a new folder, node_modules, added to the
minimum-express directory:

e package-lock.json - used to ensure that future installs are compatible.

e node_modules - contains all the modules required to run the application.

Finally, you will notice we have not included a serves le. Instead, we included an app. js file.

This is the conventional file name used as the n@g omtf%Express web applications.

Now, recall that npm start looks fo%?tart sc&-ﬂ‘nd if it doesn’t find one, defaults to trymg to

start server. js. As such, if we want to start our app using npm start we need to provide a “start”

script in package. json to explicitly tell npm to start app . js. We could modify package. json to
include that:

"name" : "minimum-express”,
"description”: "Minimum web app using express",
"version": "1.0.0",
"dependencies": {
"express": "An.n.n"
H
"scripts": {
"start": "node app.js"

This way, we can run the app using npm start.
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However, we don’t need to use npm start to run app.js. We can execute node app.js directly to
run the application:

TERMINAL

HatshMBP:rninirnumhexpress natdunn$| node app.js

% 5.9.1. app.js
So, let’s take a look at app. js as this is where the magic happens:

Demo 5.9: Node/Demos/minimum-express/app.js

const express = require('express');
const app = express();

1
2

3

4. const html = “<!DOCTYPE html>
5. <html lang="en">
6 <head>

7 <meta charset="UTF-8"> @Q

8. <meta name="viewport" content="width\:@"&—wid ,initial-scale=1">
9. <title>Hello, world!</title> OQ

10. </head> ®®©

11. <body>

12. <h1>Hello, world!</h1>

13. </body>

14. </html>";

15.

16. app.get('/', (request, response) => {
17. response.status(200);

18. response.send(html);

19.  });

20.

21. app.listen(8080);

Code Explanation

Things to notice:

1. The first two lines load in the express module and use it to create the app object.!!

2. We then create our html variable to hold the HTML code of our Hello-world page.

11.  Technically, both express and app are functions, and functions in JavaScript are first-class objects, so they can have their own
methods.
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3. We then use the get() method of the app object to handle routing.

A.  The first argument is the path that is requested by the client.

B. The second argument is a callback function that gets called as a result of this request.
Our function simply responds with the status, which will be sent with the header,

and the HTML stored in our htm1 variable, which will be sent as the response body.

4.  Finally, we use app.listen() to start listening for requests on port 8080.

EVALUATION COPY: Not to be used in class.
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5.10. Favicon Middleware

Earlier, we showed how to serve up favicon.ico without &*&Express. Express makes it much easier

with the help of Favicon middleware!2. ,§
35
1. Navigate to Node/Demos/@exp@@%prompt.

2. Install express using:
npm install express

This will add express to the dependencies in package . json file.

3. Install express-favicon using:
npm install express-favicon

This will add express-favicon to the dependencies in package. json file.

4. Now run the application:

node app.js

5. Navigate to http://localhost:80880 in your browser. The favicon.ico should show up
on the browser tab.

12.  https://www.npmjs.com/package/express-favicon

160 | LESSON 5: Node.js and Server-side Form Validation
EVALUATION COPY: Not to be used in class.


https://www.npmjs.com/package/express-favicon
http://localhost:8080
https://www.npmjs.com/package/express-favicon

Take a look at the app. js file:

Demo 5.10: Node/Demos/favicon-express/app.js

1. const express = require('express');

2. const app = express();

3. const favicon = require('express-favicon');

4.

5. const html = “<!DOCTYPE html>

6. <html lang="en">

7. <head>

8. <meta charset="UTF-8">

9. <meta name="viewport" content="width=device-width,initial-scale=1">

10. <title>Hello, world!</title>
11. </head>

12. <body>

13. <h1>Hello, world!</h1>

14. </body>

15. </html>";

16.

17. const faviconPath = __dirname + '/favicon.ico' ;»-\\
18. console.log(faviconPath); s’\}

19. app.use(favicon(faviconPath)); \Q.(b“ *
20. Q’b’ QQ
21. app.get('/', (request, re ) => {C)

22. response.status(200);

23. response.send(html);

24. });

25.

26. app.listen(8080);

Code Explanation

Things to notice:

1. We require the express-favicon module and assign it to the favicon constant.

2. We assign the location of favicon.ico to the faviconPath variable. Note that the special
__dirname variable contains the resolved absolute path of the directory containing the current

file. There is also a special __filename variable that contains the resolved absolute path to
the current file.

3. We simply pass favicon(faviconPath) to app.use(). The app.use() method requires
a middleware function as a callback. We don’t have to know the innards of this middleware
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function; we only have to know what it does. In this case, the favicon() function takes care

of sending favicon.ico when it is requested.

What is Middleware?

A web server’s job is to receive a request and return a response. In the middle, it can perform
any number of tasks. Node developers have written middleware functions, functions that happen
after request and before the response, to make it easier to perform many of the common tasks.

We can invoke these functions using app.use().

EVALUATION COPY: Not to be used in class.
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5.11. Static Files < C_)QQ

Saving the full text of different HTML pages in variables as we have been doing is more than a bit
unwieldy. Here we will learn how to use Express to easily deliver static files.

1. Navigate to Node/Demos/static at the prompt.

2. Install express using:
npm install express

This will add express to the dependencies in package. json file.

3. Run the application:

node app.js

4. Navigate to http://localhost :8080 in your browser. You should see an error:
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http://localhost:8080

0@ |ﬁ Error | X+

€ 5 C 0 O localhost:8080 * @

Fannot GET .’I

= ol Elements  Console  Network » o i X
® & m Y Q | Vew I= = Group by frame Preserve lo
Filter Hide data URLs

XHR JS CS55 Img Media Font Doc WS Manifest Other

MNarme S5t... Type Initiator Size Time  Waterfall A
I_Iocalhost 404 documeml Other 388B 5ms |

1 requests | 388 B transferred | Finish: 5 ms | DOMContentLoaded: 896 ms | Load: ...

You get this error because we haven’t used f@ /") to respond when the root of the
tfi

site is visited. You will fix that in a let’s take a look at the app. js file:

Demo 5.11: Node/Demos?%n’c/appﬁ;)

const express = require('express');
const app = express();

]
2

3.

4, app.use(express.static('public'));
5

6

app.listen(8080);

Code Explanation

Notice that it just takes one line of code to specify a directory in which to find all static files:
app.use(express.static('public'));

We pass express.static('public') to app.use to instruct the application to first look in the

public folder for a static file to deliver at the matching path. The public folder has the following
structure:
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4 static
b node_modules

4 public

4 images
L3 pooh.jpg
4 scripts

Js script.js
4 styles

# main.css

= hello-world.htmi
J5 app.s
{} package-lock.json

{} package.json

Now navigate to http://localhost:8080/hello-world.html. You should see the following page:

®C® [ Hello, world! X  +
“ 5 C 00 O localhost8.. @ ¥ &

Hello, world!

Hello from JavaScript!

Let’s take a look at that HTML page:
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Demo 5.12: Node/Demos/static/public/hello-world.html

1. <!DOCTYPE html>

2. <html lang="en">

3. <head>

4. <meta charset="UTF-8">

5. <meta name="viewport" content="width=device-width,initial-scale=1">
6. <link rel="stylesheet" href="styles/main.css">

7. <script src="scripts/script.js"></script>

8. <title>Hello, world!</title>

9. </head>

10. <body>

11. <h1>Hello, world!</h1>

12. <main> gy
13. <img src="images/pooh. jpg" a1t="Winni$th2e‘Pooh">
14. <p id="para"s></p> <

15. </main> fa\.g. ~®
16. </body> @A C)o

17.  </html> '

Code Explanation

Notice the files this HTML page references (e.g., images/pooh.jpg, styles/main.css, and
scripts/script.js) are also in the public folder and, as such, are accessible to the page using
relative paths. There is no need to specifically mention any of these files in app. js.

Note that there is nothing magic about the name “public.” You can call the directory “static” or “myfiles”
or anything you like.
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=] Exercise 8: Responding from the Root
) 10 to 20 minutes

1. Open Node/Exercises/static directory. Notice that it is exactly the same as the previous
demo at Node/Demos/static

2. Install express using: ;\@Q
S2
npm install express ,@ ’®

This will add express to the dependencies in package. json file.

3. Add code to app.js to return a simple welcome page when the user navigates to
http://localhost:8080. Make sure the welcome page includes a link to hello-
world.html.

4. Run the application and visit http://localhost :8088 to see if it works.
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Solution: Node/Solutions/static/app.js

const express = require('express');
const app = express();

app.use(express.static('public'));

const html = “<!DOCTYPE html>

<html lang="en">

<head>

9. <meta charset="UTF-8">

10. <meta name="viewport" content="width=device-width,initial-scale=1">
11. <title>Welcome!</title>

12. </head>

0o NOoO oA WN -

13. <body>

14. <h1>Welcome!</h1>

15. <a href="hello-world.html">See Winnie the Pooh!</a>
16. </body>

17. </html>";

18.

19. app.get('/', (request, response) => {

20. response.status(200); R S
21. response.send(html); %SBO
22. }); N> N
23. \3@ . OQ
24. app.listen(8080); \/</ <O
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5.12. Processing a Simple Form

Now let’s see how we can use Node.js to process a form.

1. Navigate to Node/Demos/simple-form at the prompt.

2. Install express using:
npm install express

This will add express to the dependencies in package. json file.
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3. Now run the application:

node app.js

4. Navigate to http://localhost:8080/simple-form.html in your browser. You should
see a very simple form.

5.  Open the Google Chrome Toolbar Network tab.

6.  Fill in and submit the form. Ive intentionally added an apostrophe to my last name to show
you how this gets encoded when submitted:

8] @ [® simple Farm ® +

¢ > C (0 O localhost:8080/simpl... ¥ e

First Name:
Nat

Last Name:
O'Dunn

Email address:

nat@example.com

Submit

7. Notice in the Network tab that the form submitted to process. Click process and select
the Headers tab on the right. Notice that:

A. The Request Method is POST:

v General
Request URL: http://localhost:B8088/process
| Request Method: POST ||
LStatus Code: @ 200 0K ‘

B. The Request Content-Type is application/x-www-form-urlencoded:

LESSON 5: Node.js and Server-side Form Validation | 169
EVALUATION COPY: Not to be used in class.


http://localhost:8080/simple-form.html

» Request Headers view source
Accept: text/html,application/xhtml+xml,application/xml;g=0.
Accept-Encoding: gzip, deflate, br
Accept-Language: en-US,en;q=0.9,es5;q=0.8,la;q=9.7
Cache-Control: max-age=@
Connection: keep-alive
Content-Length: 48

“ Content-Type: application/x-www-form-urlencoded |I

C. Click the Payload tab. Notice the Form Data includes fname, 1name, and email
and their submitted values:
. <& S

v Form Data view source view URL encoded

fname: Nat
Iname: 0'Dunn

email: nat@example.com

D. Click the view source link next to the Form Data heading to see how the data gets
received in its raw form:

» Form Data view parsed

fname=Nat&Lname=0%27Dunn&email=nat%4@example. com

This data is URL encoded. It will have to be decoded on the server.

Now, take a look at the app. js file:
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Demo 5.13: Node/Demos/simple-form/app.js

1. const express = require('express');

2. const app = express();

3.

4. app.use(express.static('public'));

5. app.use(express.urlencoded({ extended: false }));

6.

7. app.post('/process', (request, response) => {

8. const html_process = "<!DOCTYPE html>

9. <html lang="en">

10. <head>

11. <meta charset="UTF-8">

12. <meta name="viewport" content="width=device-width,initial-scale=1">

13. <title>Hello, ${request.body.fname}!</title>

14. </head>

15. <body>

16. <h1>Hello, ${request.body.fname}!</h1>

17. </body>

18. </html>";

19. response.status(200);

20. response.send(html_process); ,;:ngst\

21. console.log(request.body); 4\:5§§>

22, }). fb.\ ' ®
O

23. Q/Q )

24. app.listen(8080);

Code Explanation
Things to notice:

1. We use the following line to bring in middleware to parse the incoming URL-encoded data:

app.use(express.urlencoded({ extended: false }));
If our form were used to submit binary data (e.g., to upload an image), we would need to set
the extended property to true.

2. The express.urlencoded middleware adds a body property to the request object. The
body property is an object that contains key-value pairs generated from the form submission.

In our code, we log request.body to the console. That will output something like:

{ fname: 'Nat', lname: 'O\'Dunn', email: 'nat@example.com' }
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We can access each of these properties using dot notation: request.body.fname,
request.body.lname, and request.body.email.

3.  In this case, we are are just using request.body . fname to say hello to the user, but normally
we would validate the input and do something more interesting with it.

EVALUATION COPY: Not to be used in class.
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5.13. Form Validation

Now let’s take a look at how we can validate incoming form data. We will use express-validator!3 for
this.

—_

Navigate to Node/Demos /fo rm—validatiég.&t\@ompt.

2. Install express using:
npm install express

This will add express to the dependencies in package. json file.

3. Install express-validator using:
npm install express-validator

This will add express-validator to the dependencies in package. json file.

4. Now run the application:

node app.js

5. Navigate to http://localhost:8080/simple-form.html in your browser. You should
see the same form we saw earlier. Note that we have no client-side validation on this form as
we want to demonstrate what happens when errors get to the server. Normally, however, we
would try to force the user to correct as much as possible before submitting the form to the
server.

13. https://www.npmjs.com/package/express-validator
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6. Submit the form without filling anything out. You should get the following result:

@ @ [ Oops! b4 -

« C O O localhost:8080/process % ® O | @

Form Errors

You have the following errors:

1. First name is required.
2. Last name is required.

Try again,

Take a look at the app. js file:
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Demo 5.14: Node/Demos/form-validation/app.js

1. const express = require('express');

2. const {check, validationResult} = require('express-validator');
3. const app = express();

4.

5.

6. app.use(express.static('public'));

7. app.use(express.urlencoded({ extended: false }));

8.

9. app.get('/', (request, response) => {

10. response.redirect('/simple-form.html");

1. });

12.

13. app.post('/process’,

14. check('fname', 'First name is required.').isLength({ min: 1 }),
15. check('lname’', 'Last name is required.').islLength({ min: 1 })
16. , (request, response) => {

17. const errors = validationResult(request);

18. if (errors.isEmpty()) {

19. // code to process form goes here

20. response.redirect('/success.html'l; S

21. } else { "<:£5:>

22. let errorList = ''; SO

23. for (error of error a@f Q®

24. errorList += ’;;i;*'+ err + "</1li>";

25. }

26. const html_process = "<!DOCTYPE html>

27. <html lang="en">

28. <head>

29. <meta charset="UTF-8">

30. <meta name="viewport" content="width=device-width,initial-scale=1">
31. <link rel="stylesheet" href="normalize.css">

32. <link rel="stylesheet" href="styles.css">

33. <title>Oops!!</title>

34. </head>

35. <body>

36. <main>

37. <h1>Form Errors</h1>

38. <p>You have the following errors:</p>

39. <o0l>

40. ${errorList}

41. </0l>

42, <a href="'javascript:history.back()'>Try again.</a>
43. </main>

44 . </body>

174 | LESSON 5: Node.js and Server-side Form Validation
EVALUATION COPY: Not to be used in class.



45.
46 .
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.

</html>";
response.status(200);
response.send(html_process);

}

console.log(request.body);
console.log(errors.array());

1)

app.listen(860890);

Code Explanation

Things to notice:

1. The following assignment syntax may be nev@
const {check, va11datlom%w®equ1@ss validator');

This is called destructuring assignment. The require('express-validator') function
returns an object that looks something like this:

{
check: function() {...},
validationResult: function() {...}

}

Both objects are then deconstructed such that the check constant is assigned the check ()

function and the validationResult constant is assigned the validationResult() function.
As a result, this one line of code gives us access to the following two functions:

A. check(field, message) - used to specify what field needs validation and the error
message that gets associated with the field if it is invalid. The returned object will

take one or more validator methods (e.g., isLength()) in a chain.
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B. validationResult(request) - returns an array of error objects created by the
calls to check( ). For example:

location: 'body"',
param: 'fname',

value: ,
msg: 'First name is required.’

}
{

location: 'body',
param: 'lname',

value: ,
msg: 'Last name is required.'’

}

LS~
Our app.post() call now takes a se r@xent&array of check () calls to validate the

fields. %/Q’b SR
In the callback function, we a&ign the resd it of the call to validationResult(request)

to the errors constant.

We then use an if condition to check to see if the errors array is empty:

if (errors.isEmpty())

A.  Ifthe array is empty, we redirect to a success page. We would also normally do some
processing with the form variables here. For example, we might enter or modify data
in a database.

B. If the array is not empty, we create and send an error page.

EVALUATION COPY: Not to be used in class.
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5.14. Validators

The express-validator middleware uses the validators provided by the validator.js'4 library. The table
below shows some of the more common validation methods.

Common Validation Methods from validator.js Library

Validator Description

equals(comparison) Checks if the value is equal to comparison.

matches(pattern, [modifiers]) |Checks if the value matches a pattern.

isEmail() Checks if the value is a valid email address.

isURL () Checks if the value is a valid URL.

isEmpty() Checks if the value is zero length.

isIn(valuesArray) Checks if the value is found in an array of values.

isLength(options) Checks if the value is between the length of the values set by
the min (default: 9) i{l\d max (default: undefined) options.

isFloat([options]) Checks if t&%@\présents a float.

isInt(options) P (if& ’e:\:%lu\csaﬁsents an integer.

isNumeric(options) “{Checks if thesAlue represents a number.

isLowercase() Checks if the value is in all lowercase.

isUppercase() Checks if the value is in all uppercase.

There is also a special exists() validator that checks to see if a variable exists. Don’t confuse this with

the isEmpty() validator, which checks if the value of a variable is an empty string. The exists()
validator is often used to see if checkboxes or radio button selections have been made. If the user doesn’t
check a checkbox or make a radio button selection, then the associated form variable does not get sent
to the server. For example, to see if a “terms” checkbox was checked, you could use:

check('terms', 'You must accept the terms.').exists()

*+ 5.14.1. Validation Chaining

It is possible to check multiple conditions by chaining validation methods. For example, if you want
to check if a username is between 8 and 15 characters and is all lowercase, you can do it like this:

14, heeps://github.com/chriso/validator.js#validators
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check('username', 'Invalid username.').isLength({ min: 8, max: 15 }).isLowercase()

It can be easier to read chained validators when they are separated with new lines like this:

check('username', 'Invalid username.').isLength({ min: 8, max: 15 })
.isLowercase()

% 5.14.2. not()

The not() method is used to negate the following validator. For example, we saw earlier that you
could require a non-zero length value using:

check('fname', 'First name is required.').isLength({ min: 1 })
You could do the same thing by checking that the value is not empty using chaining:

check('fname', 'First name is required.') .not(;’\"q\ﬁnp’%()

>
> )
% 5.14.3. withMessage(ﬁe’s%ageﬁ)D

In some cases, you will want the error message to be specific to the type of error. For example, when

we checked to make sure the username was between 8 and 15 characters and all lowercase letters, we
set the error message to “Invalid username.”. It would be more helpful to let the user know what was
invalid about it.

The withMessage (message) method sets an error message specific to the previous validator in the
chain.

check('username').isLength({ min: 8, max: 15 })
.withMessage('Username must be between 8 and 15 characters.')
.isLowercase()
.withMessage('Username must be in all lowercase letters.')

%+ 5.14.4. Custom Validators

Sometimes the built-in validators don’t meet your specific needs. Luckily, express-validator provides
a method for creating your own custom validators. The syntax is as follows:
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check(field, errorMsg).custom(
(value) => {
// Code to check if value is valid and
// return true or false

For example, let’s say that you want the email to be optional, but if it is included, it should be a valid
email address. You can do this with the following custom validator:

-'SFSD
check('email', 'Email must be valid. ').,g@'(

(value) => { ~ N\
const reEmail = /([\w\-\. ])%ﬁv\ \. ])QﬂA Za-z1{2,4})/;

return value.length === 0 || reEmail.test(value);

}

Try this out by opening the prompt at Node/Demos/form-validation/ and running node

app-custom. js at the prompt.

With these methods, you are now ready to do some more advanced form validation.
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=] Exercise 9: Form Validation
™) 20 to 30 minutes

1. Navigate to Node/Exercises/form-validation at the prompt.

2. Use npm to install express and express-validator.
3.  Open Node/Exercises/form-validation/public/ice-cream.html
4. Open Node/Exercises/form-validation/app.js in your editor.
5. Write code to validate the following fields: ‘\OQ
A. username - should be betw@ c&
B. email - should be@&ﬁmgofé
C. phone - should use format: ###-### - ####.
D. flavor - should not equal ‘0’.
E. container - should exist.
F. terms - should exist.
Challenge

Write a custom validator for the requests textarea field. If its length is 0 or between 10 and 200, it
is valid; otherwise, it is invalid.
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Solution: Node/Solutions/form-validation/app.js

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

app.post('/process', [

check('username',

'Username must be 8 to 25 characters.').islLength(

{ min: 8, max: 25 }

e
check('email’, 'Invalid Email').isEmail(),
check('phone', 'Invalid Phone. Use format: ###-###-####"') .matches(

/[1-9]1\d{2}-\d{3}-\d{4}/
),
check('flavor', 'Please select a flavor.').not().equals('0'),
check('container', 'Please select a container.').exists(),
check('terms', 'You must accept the terms.').exists()
(request, response) => {

Challenge Solution: Node/Solutions/form-¥alidation/app-challenge.js
S

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

app.post('/process', [ @ C)Q

>
S
2SS
check('username’,

‘Username must be 8 to 25 characters.').isLength(

{ min: 8, max: 25 }

),
check('email’', 'Invalid Email').isEmail()
check('phone', 'Invalid Phone. Use format: ###-###-####') .matches(

/[1-9]\d{2}-\d{3}-\d{4}/
),
check('flavor', 'Please select a flavor.').not().equals('0"'),
check('container', 'Please select a container.').exists(),
check('terms', 'You must accept the terms.').exists()
check('requests', 'Comment must be from 10 to 200 chars.').custom(

(value) => {

return value.length === 0 ||
(value.length >= 10 && value.length <= 200);

}

)

(request, response) => {
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[]

5.15. Ajax

S
4 5.15.1. XMLHttpRequest a5 8
W R
The XMLHttpRequest API allows L%/ nsfer dg'B’etween client and server - an easy way to fetch
data from a URL without a page refresh. Often referred to as Ajax, the XMLHttpRequest API lets us
update part of a page in response to user actions, submit a form, request a lookup, etc., all without
performing a full HTTP request/response to reload the page.

The easiest way to understand how Ajax works is to test it out. First of all, let’s take a look at the app . js

file:
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Demo 5.15: Node/Demos/xhr/app.js

0o NOoO oA WN -

const express = require('express');
const {check, validationResult} = require('express-validator');
const app = express();

app.use(express.static('public'));
app.use(express.urlencoded({ extended: false }));

app.get('/', (request, response) => {

1)

response.redirect('/quiz.html");

app.post('/process', [

1,

1)

check('answer').equals('42")

(request, response) => {

const errors = validationResult(request);
console.log(errors.array());

let msg;

if (errors.isEmpty()) {

A~
msg = "<span class='valid'>R@" +
"Did you bring your T,egg 'span %
~\ — =

} else { %(
msg = "<span class="#fivalid'>That*™is not right, " +

"but don't panic. You'd far rather be happy " +
"than right any day.</span>";

}

response.status(200);

response.send(msg) ;

app.listen(8080);

Code Explanation

The biggest thing to notice here is that there is nothing particularly new. The only novel thing is that

in the app.post (), we are not returning a complete HTML page, but just a single span element.

Let’s see what happens when we submit to this page using the standard HTML form shown below:
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Demo 5.16: Node/Demos/xhr/public/quiz-no-ajax.html

1. <!DOCTYPE html>

2. <html lang="en">

3. <head>

4. <meta charset="UTF-8">

5. <meta name="viewport" content="width=device-width,initial-scale=1">
6. <link rel="stylesheet" href="normalize.css">

7. <link rel="stylesheet" href="styles.css">

8. <title>The ultimate question of life</title>

9. </head>

10. <body>

11. <form method="post" action="process">

12. <label for="answer">

13. What is the answer to the ultimate question of
14. life, the universe and everything?

15. </label>

16. <input name="answer" id="answer">

17. <button type="submit" id="btn">Check</button>
18. </form>

19. </body>

20. </html> ;‘(')Q

Navigate to Node/Demos/a@ée pro@o

Install express using:
npm install express

This will add express to the dependencies in package. json file.

Install express-validator using:
npm install express-validator

This will add express-validator to the dependencies in package. json file.

Now run the application:

node app.js

Now point your browser to http://localhost:8880/quiz-no-ajax.html.

With Chrome DevTools Network tab open, fill out the form (the correct answer is 42), and
submit it.
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http://localhost:8080/quiz-no-ajax.html

7. Click process in the bottom left of Chrome DevTools and, with the Headers tab selected,
scroll down to the Request Headers section:

®  ® [ localhost:8080/process x 4

« C 0 @ localhost:8080/process * ® o BE @ :

Right on! Did you bring your towel?

® O] Elements Console  Sources Performance  Memory  Application  » PX

® O m Y Q | View I= = Group by frame Preserve log Disable cache Offline  Online ¥

Filter Hide data URLs [[J) XHR JS CSS Img Media Font Doc WS Manifest Other

Mame A freview Response Cookies Timing

view source

« Request Heade
Accept: text/html,application/xhtml+xml,application/xml;q=0.9, image/webp, image/apn

g,%/%;0=0.8
Accept-Encoding: gzip, deflate, br
Accept-Language: en-US,en;g=98.9,es;q=0.8,la;q=0.7
Cache-Control: max-age=@
Connection: keep-alive
Content-Length: 9

" Content-Type: application/x-www-form-urlencoded "

PN £y 1ie T T T T T P

1 requesis | 267 B transf...

1 ETR AAsL AL

Notice the Content-Type is ‘application/x-www-form-urlencoded’. This is important! When
a form with the method set to POST is submitted, the browser sets the Request’s
Content-Type to ‘application/x-www-form-urlencoded’.

8.  Click the Response tab to see the HT'TP response:

® o] Elements  Console  Sources “ Performance  Memory  » ¢ X

® 0 WYy Q | Vew IE = Group by Trame Preserve log Disable cache Offline  Onlii

Filter

Mame x

1 requests | 267 B transf... {} Line 1, Column 1
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9. Notice that the full response is just the span element. That is because that is all our
app.post() method returns.

10. Go back to the form and resubmit with an incorrect answer to see the “That’s not right...”
response returned.

Now take a look at this HTML page, which is almost identical to the last one:

Demo 5.17: Node/Demos/xhr/public/quiz.html

1. <!DOCTYPE html>

2. <html lang="en">

3. <head>

4. <meta charset="UTF-8">

5. <meta name="viewport" content="width=device-width,initial-scale=1">
6. <link rel="stylesheet" href="normalize.css">

7. <link rel="stylesheet" href="styles.css">

8. <script src="ajax.js"></script>

9. <title>The ultimate question of life</title>

10. </head>

11. <body> 2 QQ
12. <form method="post"> Q‘:b

13. <label for="answer"> (b‘\ ! .®
14. What is the answer @Him@tlon of
15. life, the universe and™everything?

16. </label>

17. <input name="answer" id="answer">

18. <button type="button" id="btn">Check</button>
19. <output id="message"></output>

20. </form>

21. </body>

22. </html>

Code Explanation
Things to notice:
1. Weinclude a new script element:

<script src="ajax.js"></script>

2. The button is of type “button” instead of type “submit”.
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3. There is a new output element with the id “message”

<output id="message"></output>

Now let’s write some Ajax code in the Chrome DevTools Console:

1. Navigate to http://localhost:8080/ in your browser. You will notice that you get
redirected to http://localhost:8080/quiz.html

2. Open the Chrome DevTools Network tab, clear it, and check Preserve log:

[w ﬂ Elements Console Sources Metwork Performance Memory
. | (W) I B Y Q| Vew: I= = w Preserve log I D
Filter Hide data URLs || R JS CSS Img Media Fon

Recording network activity...

Perform a request or hit 38 R to record the reload.

S

S
3.  Switch to the Console tab @@1@3@@
e >

A.  Create a new XMLHttpRequest object:

const xmlhttp = new XMLHttpRequest();

B. Initialize the new XMLHttpRequest:

xmlhttp.open("POST", '/process', true);

C. Set the “Content-type” request header to ’application/x-www-form-urlencoded’.
Remember, when posting data (i.e., sending data with the POST method), the
Request’s Content-Type must be "application/x-www-form-urlencoded’. When a
form is submit the standard HTML way, this gets done automatically, but when we

use Ajax to send the data, we must set the Content-Type!> with JavaScript.

xmlhttp.setRequestHeader('Content-Type', 'application/x-www-form-urlen ¢
coded');

15.  Ifyou are sending binary data (e.g., uploading an image), then you set the Content-Type to “multipart/form-data”.
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http://localhost:8080/
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D. Send the request to the server:

xmlhttp.send('answer=42");

4. The console should now look like this:

> const xmlhttp = new XMLHttpRequest();
undefined

xmlhttp.open("POST", '/process', true);
undefined
xmlhttp.setRequestHeader('Content-Type',

v

‘application/x-www-form-urlencoded');

v

undefined
xmlhttp.send( ' 'answer=42");

v

undefined

5. Now switch to the Network tab. You should see this:

® o] Elements Console  Sources  Network  Performance

® 0 WY Q | Vew IE = Group by frame Preserve
Filter Hide data URLs ([} XHR JS CSS Img |
Name Status  Type Initiator Siz

|| process 200 I@ VMBO7:1

1 requestis | 267 B transferred

Notice that the type is xhr for XMLHttpRequest.
6. Now click process and look at the Response tab. You see that the same span element we saw
earlier is returned:

[w ﬂ Elements Console  Sources Perfnrmanr::e Memory  »

® 0 WY Q | Vew IE = Group by frame Preserve log Disable cache O
Filter Hide data URLs (] XHR JS CSS Img Media Font Doc WS Manife

Name 4 ¥ Headers Preview | Cookies  Timing
<span class="valid'=Right on! Did you bring your towel?</span=
y ———

(=

1 requests | 267 B transf... Line 1, Column 1
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The GET Method

This example uses the POST method to send the data to the server. You can also send data using
the GET method. When using the GET method, you pass the parameters on the querystring,
like this:

xmlhttp.open("GET", '/process?answer=42', true);

In this case, there is no need to call xmlhttp. setRequestHeader () to change the Content-Type.

There is also no need to pass data in the call to xmlhttp.send(), so you pass null instead:

xmlhttp.send(null);

% 5.15.2. Asynchronous RS

S>>
The “A” in Ajax stands for Asynchronous. 1 text hronous means that the process runs
independently of other processes. T% e continue to respond to events while it
waits for a response from the server to the XMLHttpRequest. The server sends several responses back

to the client updating it on the current status. The readyState property of the XMLHttpRequest
changes as a result of these responses. Possible readyState values are shown in the table below:

XMLHttpRequest readyState Values

Value State Description

0 UNSENT XMLHttpRequest created but not opened.

1 OPENED XMLHttpRequest opened.

2 HEADERS_RECEIVED | XMLHt tpRequest sent and headers have been received.

3 LOADING Downloading. The response text has begun to download.
4 DONE The full response has been received.

Generally, when a request is made to the server using Ajax, we will want to do something with the
server’s response. As we don’t know when the response will be complete, we have to write code to listen

for it. This is done using the onreadystatechange event handler:
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xmlhttp.onreadystatechange = function() {
// do something

}

But the above code has a problem. It will run the function code every time the readyState changes.
We usually only want to run the code when the full response has been recieved and has a status of 200,
meaning all is good. So, we need an if condition:

S e
xmlhttp.onreadystatechange = function() { (8.\'
if (xmlhttp.readyState === 4 && x@ tus Q— "%0) {
// do somethin = b o~ S
’ < <O

}

Now it’s time to include this code in our web application. We will do this in the ajax. js file, which
is included in our quiz.html file with this line of code:

<script src="ajax.js"></script>
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Demo 5.18: Node/Demos/xhr/public/ajax.js

1. function checkAnswer(e) {

2. const answer = document.getElementById('answer').value;
3. const xmlhttp = new XMLHttpRequest();

4, const output = document.getElementById("message");
5. output.innerHTML = "validating...";

6. xmlhttp.open("POST", '/process', true);

7. xmlhttp.onreadystatechange = function() {

8. console.log(xmlhttp.readyState);

9. if (xmlhttp.readyState == XMLHttpRequest.DONE
10. && xmlhttp.status == 200) {

11. output.innerHTML = xmlhttp.responseText;

12. }

13. }

14. xmlhttp.setRequestHeader('Content-Type',

15. "application/x-www-form-urlencoded');

16. xmlhttp.send('answer=" + answer);

17. }

18.

19. window.addEventListener('load', function(e) {

20. const btn = document.getElementById('btn');

21. const answer = document. getElementById( §E;;:3;
22. btn.addEventListener('click', chec ‘455
23. D

24. answer. addEventLlstener@ @}9 {
25. if (e.key === 'Enter') {

26. checkAnswer(e) ;

27. e.preventDefault();

28. }

29. 1)

3. }).

Code Explanation

This code should make sense as it is mostly the same as the code we wrote in Chrome DevTools Console.
The only changes and additions are:

1. We use the XMLHttpRequest.DONE constant instead of the number 4 to check the
readyState. That’s just a constant holding value 4.

2. We set the innerHTML of the output element to xmlhttp.responseText, which is the
response text returned from the server.

3.  Wealsolog xmlhttp.readyState. Check out the Chrome Console after checking the answer
to see the results of that.
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Avoid Synchronous XMLHttpRequests

It is possible to make a synchronous XMLHttpRequest by setting the third parameter of the
xmlhttp.open() method to false.

xmlhttp.open("POST", '/process', false); s’\@
However, you should avoid doi fts-Becaus disruptive to the user (the page can

“freeze” as it waits for a process to fiffish).

The only reason we point this out at all is to explain what that third parameter of the open()
method is: true: asynchronous, false: synchronous.
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=] Exercise 10: Form Validation with Ajax
™ 20 to 30 minutes

1. Examine the application in Node/Exercises/xhr.

2. Open Node/Exercises/xhr/app.js in your editor. Add an end-point (i.e., a route) for a
POST request to ‘/coupon-check’ that responds with one of the following:

'<span class="valid">Coupon validated</span>'

'<span class="invalid">Invalid coupon</span>'

It should check to see that the passed-in C(y{gf@@gﬁis in the couponCodes array defined
above. D>

N iqss
3. Open Node/Exe rcises/@ic/a@g . srite the code to post the coupon code to

‘/coupon-check’ using Ajax. The parameter should be coupon and the value should be
couponCode (as defined in the beginning of the function).

4. Navigate to Node/Exercises/xhr at the prompt.

Use npm to install express and express-validator.

6. Now run the application:
node app.js
In your browser, navigate to http://localhost:8880/ice-cream.html, and test the

coupon code functionality. Use Chrome DevTools Console and Network tabs to debug any
issues that come up.
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http://localhost:8080/ice-cream.html
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Solution: Node/Solutions/xhr/app.js

18. app.post('/coupon-check', [

19. check('coupon', 'Invalid coupon code').isIn(couponCodes)
20. ], function(request, response) {

21. const errors = validationResult(request);

22.

23. let msg; "‘\@Q

24. if (errors.isEmpty()) { _\Qﬁb‘ <N

25. msg = '<span class="valid">Coupon validated</span>';
26 . } else { - )

27. msg = '<span class="invalid">Invalid coupon</span>';
28. }

29. response.status(200);

30. response.send(msg) ;

31.  });
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Solution: Node/Solutions/xhr/public/ajax.js

1 function checkCouponCode(e) {

2 const couponCode = coupon.value;

3 const xmlhttp = new XMLHttpRequest();

4. const output = document.getElementById("coupon-message");
5. output.innerHTML = "validating...";

6 xmlhttp.open("POST", '/coupon-check', true);

7 xmlhttp.onreadystatechange = function() {

8. console.log(xmlhttp.readyState);

9. if (xmlhttp.readyState == XMLHttpRequest.DONE

10. && xmlhttp.status == 200) {

11. output.innerHTML = xmlhttp.responseText;

12. }

13. }

14. xmlhttp.setRequestHeader('Content-Type',

15. "application/x-www-form-urlencoded;charset=UTF-8"');
16. xmlhttp.send('coupon=' + couponCode);

17. }

18.

19.

20. window.addEventListener('load', function(

RS~
21. const btnCoupon = document.getEl m@m "btn-coupon');
22. const coupon = document.getﬂ@nd(v@;

23. coupon.autocomplete = @ C)

24. btnCoupon.addEventListener (" click', checkCouponCode);
25.

26. coupon.addEventListener('keydown', function(e) {
27. if (e.key === 'Enter') {

28. checkCouponCode(e) ;

29. e.preventDefault();

30. }

31. console.log(e.key);

32. 1)

33. 1)

Conclusion

In this lesson, you have learned:

e To install and use Node.js.

e To do server-side validation of forms.
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LESSON 6
JSON
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Topics Covered

M Array and object literals.
4| JSON for data transfer in JavaScript
Introduction

JSON, or JavaScript Object Notation, is a data—interch@wnat commonly used in JavaScript.
S2
S>> S
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[]

6.1. JISON

JSON is a lightweight format for exchanging data between the client and server. It is often used in Ajax
applications because of its simplicity and because its format is based on JavaScript object literals, which
are textual representations of objects. We will start by reviewing JavaScript’s object-literal syntax and
then we will see how we can use JSON in an Ajax application.
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6.2. Review of Object Literals

** 6.2.1. Arrays

Array literals are created with square brackets as shown below:

const beatles = ["Paul", "John", "George", "Ringo"];

This is the equivalent of:

const beatles = new Array("Paul", "John", "George", "Ringo");

% 6.2.2. Objects

Object literals are created with curly brackets:

-S>
; >
const beatles = { @C) ®

"Country" : "England", @

"YearFormed" : 1959,
"Style" : "Rock'n'Roll"
}

This is the equivalent of:

const beatles = new Object();
beatles.Country = "England";
beatles.YearFormed = 1959;
beatles.Style = "Rock'n'Roll";

Just as with all objects in JavaScript, the properties can be references using dot notation or bracket
notation.

beatles.Style; //Dot Notation
beatles["Style"]; //Bracket Notation
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** 6.2.3. Arrays in Objects

Object literals can contain array literals:

const beatles = {

"Country" : "England",
"YearFormed" : 1959,
"Style" : "Rock'n'Roll",

"Members" : ["Paul", "John", "George", "Ringo"]

% 6.2.4. Objects in Arrays

Array literals can contain object literals:

const rockbands = [

{
"Name" : "Beatles",
"Country" : "England", \@Q
"YearFormed" : 1959, Q‘:b“
"Style" : "Rock'n'Roll", _ ‘_\ \‘ *®
"Members" : ["Paul", "John", "George", "Ring o"]
H
{
“"Name" : "Rolling Stones",
“"Country" : "England",
"YearFormed" : 1962,
"Style" : "Rock'n'Roll",
"Members" : ["Mick", "Keith", "Charlie", "Bill"]
}
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6.3. Back to JSON

On the JSON website (https://www.json.org), JSON is described as:
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1. “alightweight data-interchange format”
2. “easy for humans to read and write”
3. “easy for machines to parse and generate”

Numbers 1 and 3 are certainly true. Number 2 depends on the type of human. Experienced programmers
will find that they can get comfortable with the syntax relatively quickly.

% 6.3.1. JSON Syntax

The JSON syntax is like JavaScript’s object literal syntax except that the objects cannot be assigned to

a variable. JSON just represents the data itself. So, the Beatles object we saw earlier would be defined
as follows:

{
"Name" : "Beatles",
"Country" : "England",
"YearFormed" : 1959,
"Style" : "Rock'n'Roll",

"Members" : ["Paul", "John", "George", "Ring‘e)"’Q}_'\c)'Q
D>

} :
P ST

% 6.3.2. The built-in JavaScript JSON Object

JavaScript comes with a built-in JSON object, which has the following very useful methods:

e  JSON.parse(strJSON) - converts a JSON string into a JavaScript object.
e JSON.stringify(objJSON) - converts a JavaScript object into a JSON string.

The process for sending data between the browser and server with JSON is as follows:

1.  On the client-side:

e  Create a JavaScript object using the standard or literal syntax.
e  Use the JSON parser to stringify the object.

e  Send the URL-encoded JSON string to the server as part of the HTTP Request.
This can be done using the HEAD, GET or POST method by assigning the JSON
string to a variable. It can also be sent as raw text using the POST method, but this
may create extra work for you on the server-side.

2. On the server-side:

202 | LESSON 6: JSON
EVALUATION COPY: Not to be used in class.



e  Convert the incoming JSON string to an object using a JSON parser for the language
of your choice. Many languages have built-in JSON parsers. The methods available

depend upon which parser you are using. See the parser’s documentation for details.
e Do whatever you wish with the object.
e Ifyou wish to send JSON back to the client:

o  Create a new object for storing the response data.
o Convert the new object to a string using your JSON parser.

o Send the JSON string back to the client as the response body.

3.  On the client-side:

e  Convert the incoming JSON string to an object using the JavaScript JSON parser.
e Do whatever you wish with the object.

e Andsoon...

The following example shows how to transfer data to the server using JSON. The server then sends a
plain text response back. Let’s look first at the HTML ﬁlec')Q

Demo 6.1: JSON/Demos/s,lmpIe,;ggﬁp b@hgendqson html

<!DOCTYPE html> %

1.

2. <html lang="en">

3. <head>

4. <meta charset="UTF-8">

5. <meta name="viewport" content="width=device-width,initial-scale=1">
6. <link rel="stylesheet" href="normalize.css">
7. <link rel="stylesheet" href="styles.css">

8. <script src="ajax.js"></script>

9. <title>Using JSON</title>

10. </head>

11. <body>

12. <main>

13. <h1>Request</h1>

14. <button id="hi">Hi There!</button>

15. <button id="bye">Good bye!</button>

16. <h1>Response</h1>

17. <output id="response">Waiting...</output>
18. </main>

19. </body>

20. </html>
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Code Explanation
Just notice that this HTML file includes ajax. js and that it has two buttons with ids “hi” and “bye”

and an output element with the id “response”.

Now let’s look at the server-side app. js file:

Demo 6.2: JISON/Demos/simple-json/app.js

1. const express = require('express');

2. const app = express()

3. app.use(express.static('public'));

4. app.use(express.json());

5. app.use(express.urlencoded({ extended: false }));
6.

7. app.get('/', (request, response) => {

8. response.redirect('/send-json.html');

9. 1)

10.

11. app.get('/process', (request, response) => {

12. const strJSON = request. query['strJSON ],\5;55:\
13. const objJSON = JSON. parse(strJSON) ‘\' *455
14. let responseMsg;

15. if (objJSON.msg === \h) { C)OQ
16. responseMsg = "And h1 there to you!";

17. } else {

18. responseMsg = "Later Gator!";

19. }

20. response.send(responseMsg) ;

21.});

22.

23. app.listen(8080);

Code Explanation

Things to note:

1. We are using the app.get () method to process the form.

2. request.query will hold the querystring parameters. The callback function expects a
“str] SON” parameter in the querystring and assigns its value to strJSON:

const strJSON = request.query['strJSON'];
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3.
4.

We use JSON. parse() to convert strJSON to an object and assign that object to objJSON.

We set the value of responseMsg based on the value of the “msg” key of objJSON and then

we send responseMsg back to the client.

And finally, let’s look at the client-side ajax. js file:

Demo 6.3: JSON/Demos/simple-json/public/ajax.js

1
2

3
4.
5.
6

7
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.

29.
30.

function sendRequest(msg)

}

document.getElementById("response”).innerHTML = ;
const objJSON = {

msg": msg

b

const strJSON = encodeURIComponent(JSON.stringify(objJSON));

const xmlhttp = new XMLHttpRequest();
xmlhttp.open("get"”, "process?strJSON=" + strJSON, true);

const output = document.getElementById("response");

xmlhttp.onreadystatechange = function() { <
if (xmlhttp.readyState == XMLHtt Gest DONE

&& xmlhttp.status == 2%’5‘
output.inneer .res@t;

xmlhttp.send(null);

}

window.addEventListener('load', function() {

1)

const btnHi = document.getElementById("hi");

const btnBye = document.getElementById("bye");

btnHi.addEventListener('click', function() {
sendRequest(btnHi.innerHTML);

}, false);

btnBye.addEventListener('click', function() {
sendRequest(btnBye.innerHTML) ;

}, false);

Code Explanation

Things to note:
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1. When the page loads, we create event listeners for clicks on the “hi” and “bye” buttons. The

callback functions for both call sendRequest () and pass in the innerHTML of the button.

2. The sendRequest() function does the following:

A.
B.

C.
D.

Run this app:

Creates a simple JSON object with one property holding the passed in msg string.

Converts the JSON object to a string and encodes it for passing to the server using
the encodeURIComponent () method.

Passes the string as a parameter of our Ajax request, which uses the GET method.

Outputs the responseText to the page.

&Q

2>
1. Navigate to JSON/Demos/@%n@%ﬁpt.

2. Install express using:

npm install express

This will add express to the dependencies in package. json file.

3. Now run the application:

node app.js

4. Now point your browser to http://localhost :8080. This will redirect to http://local
host:8080/send-json.html:
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http://localhost:8080
http://localhost:8080/send-json.html
http://localhost:8080/send-json.html

® ® [ usingJson X Ik

-
]

« 2> C O @ localhost:8080/sen... ¥t
Request

Hi There! Good bye!

Response

Waiting...

5. Press the buttons. The response should change to “And hi there to you!” and “Later Gator!”

Encoding and Decoding URI Components

. \Q'Q
You should follow this process when sendix@m e client to the server:
> L
1.  Create JavaScript objec® CP

const 0bjJSON = { // properties };

2. Use JSON.stringify() to convert the object to a JSON string:

const strJSON = JSON.stringify(objJSON);

3. Use encodeURIComponent() to encode the string for transmitting to the server:

xmlhttp.send("strJSON=" + encodeURIComponent(strJSON));

Likewise, you should follow this process when receiving a JSON string from the server:
1. Use decodeURIComponent() to decode the string received from the server:

const strJSON = decodeURIComponent(xmlhttp.responseText);
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2. Use JSON.parse() to convert the JSON string to an object:

const objJSON = JSON.parse(strJSON)%% =
Loz
3. Do what you need to d@é ]av@gojef:t.
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= Exercise 11: Using JSON

) 30 to 40 minutes

In this exercise, you will create an Ajax quiz that uses JSON to pass data to the server. The web page

looks like this:

‘ @ @ [ Ajax Quiz * + ‘

<« C (0 @ localhost:8080/quiz.html T @® S

Ajax Quiz

What is 1+ 17 10273 Right
What is 1 + 27 01203 Wrong
What is 2 - 1? 0123 Right
= " Q d
23S
1. Examine the application in JSON/Ex Q@‘ quiz;
%
2. Open JSON/Exercises/ .Js Ty itor. This file is already complete. Notice

the GET request end-point to /process-quiz’ that:

A.  Gets the value of strJSON from the querystring and assigns it to strJSON.

B. Converts strJSON to an object using JSON.parse() and assigns the result to
0bjJSON.

C. Creates question and answer variables based on the values of the objJSON keys

by the same names, which will contain the question number (e.g., q1, g2, or g3)
and the user’s answer.

D. Uses a switch-case statement to determine whether the answer is correct and creates
an appropriate response message (responseMsg).

E.  Sends the response to the client.
3. At the prompt, navigate to the directory JSON/Exercises/quiz and install express using
npm.
4. Runnode app.js to start the application.

5. Open your browser and navigate to
http://localhost:8080/process-quiz?strJSON={"question":"q1", "answer" :2}.
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Notice that it responds with “Right”. You will write the Ajax code to send this request, receive
the response and output the response without refreshing the page.

6. Open JSON/Exercises/quiz/public/quiz.html in your editor and examine the code.
7. Review the HTML. Notice the questions are named “ql”, “q2”, and “q3” and that each
question has an associated result output element.
8. Open JSON/Exercises/quiz/public/ajax.js in your editor and examine the code.
9.  When the page loads, we create event listeners for click events on all the radio buttons with
a callback function of checkAnswer ().
10. Your job is to write the checkAnswer () function. It should do the following:
A.  Create an object with two properties: question and answer, that hold the question
number (e.g, “q3”) and the user’s answer (e.g, “37).
B. DPass that object to the JSON parser to stringify. That should result in a string like:
{"question" : "g3", "answer" : "3"}
C. Encode that, and store it in a new object as the strJSON property.
D. Write out “checking...” to the appropriateesult div while awaiting a response from
the server. \§)
N2
E. Using Ajax, send the c@t serv. @rocessed by /process-quiz, which
expects a st rJSO@meter to@nt using the GET method.
F. When the response comes, set the innerHTML of the appropriate output element
to the xmlhttp.responseText.
11. Test your solution in a browser by visiting http://localhost :8080 and responding to the
questions.
Challenge

Modify the quiz so that all questions are processed at once:

1.

Open JSON/Exercises/quiz/public/quiz-challenge.html in your editor and examine
the code. Notice that it is similar to quiz.html, but the questions are now wrapped in a

<form> tag and there is a submit button.

Open JSON/Exercises/quiz/app.js in your editor and examine the post end-point to
‘process-challenge’.

Open JSON/Exercises/quiz/public/ajax-challenge. js in your editor and examine
the code, some of which has been written already.
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http://localhost:8080

Your job is to write the checkQuiz () function, which should create a JSON string with the
following format:

{ "answers" : [al, a2, a3] }

where a1, a2, and a3 hold the user’s answers, or “x” if the question is not answered. For
example, if the user answers 3 for the first question, 2 for the second question, and leaves the

third question unanswered, the JSON string should look like this: { "answers” : ["1",

"3", "x"] }.The function should then pass that string to the /quiz-challenge Node.js
response route, which, as we saw above, is already written.

The server-side script will return a JSON string with the following format:

"q1": "<span class='right'>Right</ p$<.

"g2": "<span class='wrong >Wrcmg'\~&9

"g3": "<span class='u /span>
} S

Based on the string the server returns, write out the server responses to the q1Result,
g2Result, and qg3Result divs. Note that, to be safe, you should always pass

xmlhttp.responseText to decodeURIComponent() before using the JSON object to parse
it:

const strJSON
const objJSON

decodeURIComponent(xmlhttp.responseText);
JSON.parse(strJSON) ;

Test your solution in a browser by visiting http://localhost:8080/quiz-chal
lenge.html, responding to the questions, and clicking the “Check Answers” button.
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http://localhost:8080/quiz-challenge.html
http://localhost:8080/quiz-challenge.html

Solution: JSON/Solutions/quiz/public/ajax.js

24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.

function checkAnswer(e) {

}

const target = e.target;
const q = target.name;
const a = target.value;
const objQuestion = {
question: q,
answer: a
}
const output = document.getElementById(q + "Result");
const strJSON = encodeURIComponent(JSON.stringify(objQuestion));
output.innerHTML = "checking...";
const xmlhttp = new XMLHttpRequest(); .
xmlhttp.open("get"”, "/process-quiz?strJSON=" + strJSON, true);
xmlhttp.onreadystatechange = function() {° _
if (xmlhttp.readyState == 4 && xmlhttp.status === 200) {
const response = decodeURIComponent(xmlhttp.responseText);

output.innerHTML = response;

xmlhttp.send(null);

window.addEventListener('load', function() {

)

const answers = document.querySelectorAll("input[type='radio']");
for (answer of answers) {
answer .addEventListener('click', checkAnswer);

}
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Challenge Solution: JSON/Solutions/quiz/public/ajax-challenge.js

1 function checkQuiz(form) {

2 const a1l = getAnswer(form.q1);

3 const a2 = getAnswer(form.q2);

4, const a3 = getAnswer(form.q3);

5. const objJSON = {

6 "answers" : [a1, a2, a3]

7 }

8. const strJSON = JSON.stringify(objJSON) ;

9. const xmlhttp = new XMLHttpRequest();

10. xmlhttp.open("post”,"/process-challenge", true);

11. xmlhttp.onreadystatechange = function() {

12. if (xmlhttp.readyState === 4 && xmlhttp.status === 200) {
13. const strJSON = decodeURIComponent(xmlhttp.responseText);
14. const objJSON = JSON.parse(strJSON);

15. for (let i in objJSON) {

16. const output = document.getElementById(i + 'Result');
17. output.innerHTML = objJSON[i];

18. }

19. }

20. } A\@Q

21. xmlhttp.setRequestHeader("Content-Type",

22. "application/x—www-forﬂ;gr1encgggd_f');_::‘Shs

23. xmlhttp.send("strJSON=" + encodeURIComponent(strJSON));

A More Involved Application

If you’re interested in seeing a more involved application, check out JSON/Demos/presidents/.

Conclusion

In this lesson, you have learned:

. How to use array and object literals.

e What JSON is and how to use it for data transfer in JavaScript.

LESSON 6: JSON | 213
EVALUATION COPY: Not to be used in class.



	HTML Forms
	How HTML Forms Work
	The form Element
	Form Elements
	Buttons
	Exercise 1: Creating a Registration Form
	Checkboxes
	Radio Buttons
	Exercise 2: Adding Checkboxes and Radio Buttons
	Fieldsets
	Select Menus
	Textareas
	Exercise 3: Adding a Select Menu and a Textarea
	HTML Forms and CSS

	JavaScript Form Validation
	Server-side Form Validation
	HTML Form Validation
	Accessing Form Data
	Form Validation with JavaScript
	Exercise 4: Checking the Validity of the Email and URL Fields
	Checking Validity on Input and Submit Events
	Adding Error Messages
	Validating Textareas
	Validating Checkboxes
	Validating Radio Buttons
	Validating Select Menus
	Exercise 5: Validating the Ice Cream Order Form
	Giving the User a Chance

	Styling Forms with CSS
	General Form Layout
	Form-field Pseudo-Classes
	Applying Pseudo-Classes to Forms
	Radio Buttons, Checkboxes, and Fieldsets
	Exercise 6: Styling Forms

	Regular Expressions
	Getting Started
	Regular Expression Syntax
	Backreferences
	Form Validation with Regular Expressions
	Cleaning Up Form Entries
	Exercise 7: Cleaning Up Form Entries
	A Slightly More Complex Example

	Node.js and Server-side Form Validation
	Welcome to the Server-side
	Google Chrome DevTools: Network Tab
	Welcome to Node.js
	Our First Web App
	Fat-arrow Functions
	Sending a Response with HTML
	The favicon.ico Icon
	Simple Routing and 404 Pages
	Express - Node.js Web Application Framework
	Favicon Middleware
	Static Files
	Exercise 8: Responding from the Root
	Processing a Simple Form
	Form Validation
	Validators
	Exercise 9: Form Validation
	Ajax
	Exercise 10: Form Validation with Ajax

	JSON
	JSON
	Review of Object Literals
	Back to JSON
	Exercise 11: Using JSON


